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Full Nelson 

T Rain, snow, sleet 
and hail— nothing could 
keep country music 
devotees from getting 
to Nashville’s Ryman 
Auditorium in early 


THE JUKEBOX 


ZBB + SNL = A-OK 

A For their first Saturday Night Live appearance, 
ZAC BROWN BAND showed their versatility by 
playing jangly single “Homegrown” and then re- 
turning for the aggressive, grungy rocker “Heavy Is 
the Head” with Soundgarden singer Chris Cornell. 
It’s like a dare to other country artists: just you try 
and see what happens. 


Essential songs from 
the artists featured 
in this issue! 

Gary Allan 
“Hangover Tonight” 
“Songs About Rain” 

Carrie Underwood 
“Little Toy Guns” 
“Before He Cheats” 

Jason Aldean 
“Burnin’ It Down” 


March to enjoy rare 
back-to-back nights of 
music with the legend- 
ary WILLIE NELSON. 
The weather couldn’t 
have been any more 
adverse, with every 
form of precipitation 
falling from the winter 
sky, but the historic 
building was packed out 
and toasty warm as fans 
literally slid in to enjoy 
Willie and opening act 
RAINEY QUALLEY. 



Blaze ’n’ Paisley 

◄ We love it when 
country stars bring 
their young fans 
onstage to sing or 
play an instrument, 
but we love it even 
more when they 
discover a true tal- 
ent. BRAD PAISLEY 
sure did when he 
brought guitarist BLAZE BAUM onstage at the Col- 
orado Springs World Arena. The 21-year-old joined 
the country star on “Pride and Joy” and “Rocky 
Mountain Way” and confidently held his own. 


Lady Antebellum 
“Freestyle” 

A Thousand Horses 
“Smoke” 


Michael Ray 
“Kiss You in the Morning” 

Casey James 
“Fall Apart” 

Rascal Flatts 
“I Won’t Let Go” 


Lucky Strike 

◄ The duo 
STRIKING 
MATCHES has 

just released 
a powder keg 
of an album. 
Nothing but the 
Siience. Justin 
Davis and Sarah 
Zimmerman, who comprise the pair- 
ing, write, play and sing music that’s not 
easily categorized, but they’re equally 
comfortable with country, rock and blues, 
which all come together to create an 
exciting, rootsy sound. And both are first- 
rate guitar slingers. You’ve likely picked 
up on their song “When the Right One 
Comes Along” on the TV series Nashviiie. 
Now it’s time to pick up their album. 



I Silver Screening 

I A COLE SWINDELL didn’t need an 
i exotic location for the video shoot 
i for “Ain’t Worth the Whiskey.” 

\ He slipped into one of Country 
\ Weekiy’s Hot Spots— Silver Dollar 
I Saloon— to get the perfect back- 
\ drop for his “I’m way over you” an- 
\ them. And props to Cole for using 
i the breakup tune to draw attention 
i to his real-life buddy who serves in 
\ the U.S. Special Forces. 


STEiikiM; M \'i cni:s 
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Wade Hayes 
“What I Meant to Say” 

Jeff Bates 

“I Wanna Make You Cry” 

Will Hoge 
“Middle of America” 


Sarah Dunn 
“Bye Bye” 

Randy Houser 
“Like a Cowboy” 

William Elliott Whitmore 
“Civilizations” 


rdia 


Look for this 
Country Weekly 
playlist on rdio! 
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Gary 

Allan 

By his own admission, the husky- 
voiced singer has been a “sur- 
vivor” for nearly 20 years in the 
music business. But he wouldn’t 
have played the game any other 
way. Check out his latest single, 
“Hangover Tonight,” from his 
upcoming new album. 


24 I A Thousand Horses 

The kicking Southern rockers are 
riding a smoking debut single 
that has ears popping. 

50 I Summer Festivals 

From New York to the Midwest 
and the California coast, these 
star-packed tests will heat up 
your summer calendar. 

58 I Rascal Flatts 

At the start of their recently 
completed Las Vegas residency, 
the guys already knew they 
were on to a good thing. 

62 I Wade Hayes 

He’s now cancer-free, and the 
singer/guitarist vows to make 
every moment count from this 
point forward. 
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GARY BY AMY H ARRIS/CORBIS; WADE BY MITCH PEYSER/STARVISTA LIVE 
ON COVER: GARY BY ERIC ADKINS/HBPR 
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27 

NASH 

NASH Music Madness has 
played its final note of the 
season and the winner, as 
deternnined by your votes, 
is that long-range shooter 
herself, Carrie Underwood. 
Find out how all of your 
favorites fared. Plus, take a 
peek behind the scenes of 
Sunny Sweeney’s new video, 
“My Bed,” co-starring the 
handsome Will Hoge. 



1 I The Hit List 
4 I Letters 
6 I The Big Picture 

8 I The Mix 

Luke Bryan, Jason Aldean and 
Dierks Bentley are set to play CMA 
Music Festival in Nashville; Hunter 
Hayes goes double platinum. 

16 I Behind the Song 

“Like a Cowboy.” 

18 I Country Style 

Everyone’s going bohemian. 

20 I Get Cookin’ 

Pancake party. 

22 I Who’s New 

Michael Ray. 

43 I Hot Spots 

Redneck Comedy Tour Bus. 

61 I On Tour 

Jason Aldean. 

66 I Reviews 

New albums by Darius Rucker and 
Kristian Bush, plus a Randy Rogers 
Band/Wade Bowen venture. 

68 I On the Edge 
70 I Stars Up Close 
72 I Flashback 
74 I Charts 
76 I Puzzles 

80 I Fill In the Blanks 

Jeff Bates. 
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[ LETTERS ] 


^ MISSING OUT 





Dear Readers: 

I would consider GARY ALLAN the strong 
silent type. He doesn’t speak out much, you 
don’t see him in the news and he’s not flashy 
with his fame. But one thing Gary does have 
is longevity, something that he sees as a sign 
of success. Gary started in the business in 
1996, and while he’s been overlooked by awards 
shows, Gary has experienced steady success with 
his music. The singer 
sat down with CW to talk about 
staying power, his style of music and 
remaining true to himself 
In this week’s NASH section, 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD is victo- 
rious in our NASH Music Madness 
competition. Carrie battled through 
a bracket of 16 stars on the strength 
of your votes to become champ. We 
go on set with SUNNY SWEENEY 
as she films her video for “My Bed,” 
featuring WILL HOGE; Blair 
Garner chats with the nicest guy in 
country, DARIUS RUCKER; and 
so much more! 

Don’t miss next week’s issue, on stands April 6, as we get friendly 
with one of country’s bad boys, DWIGHT YOAKAM. 


X:- 

X ' 

x\ 


vX 


:x 


























See you next week! 














LISA KONICKi, Editor in Chief 


Tell Us What YOU Think! 


MAIL: Letters, Country Weekly, 

506 2nd Ave. South, Suite 200, Nashville, TN 37210. 

SEND E-MAIL TO: letters@countryweekly.com 

Please include your name, address and daytime phone number 
with all correspondence. Country l/l/ee/c/y assumes no responsibility for re- 
turning unsolicited material, including, but not limited to, photographs, art- 
work, manuscripts and letters. Letters may be edited for clarity and length. 


The Legends of Country 
special issue was good BUT 
you nnissed nnany of the re- 
ally greats, such as Tonnnny 
Hunter, Gordon Lightfoot, 
Eddy Arnold, Hank Snow, 
Tennessee Ernie Ford, Hank 
Thonnpson, Roy Rogers, just 
to nanne a few. I know there 
are more country legends 
that I have not mentioned. It 
would be great if you could 
compile another Legends of 
Country special and put it on 
the market. 

- CHRIS GREEN 
Prince Rupert, 

British Columbia 

A GREAT SHOWMAN 

Thank you for the great 
article on Jeff Bates \_"Sittin’ 
Twitty/' Jan. 26]. I have seen 
him perform several times. 

He always puts on a great 
show. I would love to see him 
more in Country Weekly. 

- DOROTHY PEPPLE 
Harvard, Hi. 

BLESSED 

I loved the story on 
Joey+Rory ["True Faith," Jan. 
26]. I too believe that [their 
daughter] Indiana Boon is a 
true gift from heaven. God 
does not pick just anyone to 
be parents— only the blessed 
ones. 

- K. LINDEE 
Glencoe, Minn. 
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As the songwriters with 8 songs featured on ABC's Hit Drama Nashv/7/e, 
Sarah Zimmermann and Justin Davis occupy that sweet spot at the intersection 
of country, rock and blues, where all elements blend together to form an 
authentic raw and rootsy sound with a timeless appeal. 

STRIKING 

MATCHES 

The Debut Album 

NOTHING BUT THE SILENCE 


Produced by T Bone Burnett 

STRIKIiNG MATCHES 

Featuring The Tracks 
'Hanging On A Lie' 

'When The Right One Comes Along' 
'Missing You Tonight' 

AVAILABLE NOW 


”These two are phenomenally talented. Each their own voice on guitar, 
on vocals and especially in their writing. Their passion for what they do 
is inspiring and you can hear it in every' note they play and sing. Brilliance . " 

- Hunter Hayes 


www.strikingmatches.com 

CRUSH 










KELLY’S BIG DAY 


Kelly Clarkspn (in red) appeared on 
Good Morning America to announce 
her upcoming tour and took time to 
pose with co-host Amy Robach and 
the Navy Reserves, as well as per- 
form for the crowd. 







the mix 

ALL YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE STARS OF COUNTRY-AND THEN SOME! 


The Sky 
Is the 
Limit 


LADY ANTEBELLUM, KRIS KRISTOFFER- 
SON and JASON ISBELL will join forces on the 
second installment of Skyville Live on April 7. 
The innovative concert series, which will stream 
exclusively on skyvillelive.com, is designed to 
bring together artists from different genres. 


For the latest music news, 

,®°'°C00limVII)EEIilV.C0III 

s1< YVlTrE 



PHOTO BY JOHN RUSSELL/CM/ 



KENNY/TROY/PHIL/ROBINBYRICKDIAMOND/GETTYIMAGES;AL/NATALIE/RAELYNN/WILLIECOURTESYTHEVALORY MUSIC CO. 


HOTSHOTS! 



DON 
liJiUlXO' 


BIG HITS 

(From left) Big Kenny, host 
Troy Vollhoffer, Phil Vassar 
and Cheap Trick’s Robin 
Zander attend a TJ. Martell 
benefit in February. 




HIP, HIP, HOO-RA^ 

RaeLynn performed on 
Today and visited with 
(from left) Al Roker, ^ 
Natalie Morales and 
Willie Geist. 
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ALL-STAR 
LINEUP FOR 
2015 CMA 
MUSIC FE8T 


If you’ve been waiting 
to see who’s playing 
the 2015 CMA Music 
Festival before buying 


tickets, you’re out of 
luck: it sold out in No- 
vember. If you bought 
early, you’ll be happy to 
know that JASON AL- 
DEAN, DIERKS BENT- 
LEY, LUKE BRYAN 
and ERIC CHURCH are 
among the artists play- 
ing the nightly shows at 
Nashville’s LP Field dur- 
ing the June 11-14 event. 
Newcomers like BRETT 


ELDREDGE, SAM 
HUNT, THOMAS RHETT 
and COLE SWINDELL 

will also appear on the 
“big stage’’ along with 


superstar groups like 

LADY ANTEBELLUM, 
LITTLE BIG TOWN, THE 
BAND PERRY and ZAC 
BROWN BAND. And if 

you have a hankering 
to see some of country 
music’s icons, ALAN 
JACKSON, WYNONNA, 
NEAL McCOY and THE 
OAK RIDGE BOYS are 
also set to perform. 




ALAN AND ERIC BY DONN JONES/CMA; ALL OTHER PERF PHOTOS BY JOHN RUSSELL/CMA; BOBBY COURTESY BOBBY EMMONS.COM; 
WADE COURTESY WADE JESSEN FACEBOOK; HUNTER BY KRISTIN BARLOWE/EB MEDIA 




MUSICAL NOTES 


IN MEMORY 

BOBBY EMMONS, song- 
writer and noted session 
musician, died Feb. 23 at 
age 72. Bobby wrote such 
hits as “Luckenbach, Texas 
(Back to the Basics of 
Love)” for Waylon Jennings 
and Tanya Tucker’s “Love Me Like You Used To” 
and played on sessions for Elvis Presley, The 
Highwaymen and Garth Brooks, among others. 




WADE JESSEN, senior chart manager 
for Billboard magazine, died March 5 
in Nashville at age 53 after suffering 
a heart attack. Wade was considered 
an expert in analyzing country music 
charts and was often a source for Coun- 
try Weekly anb other industry publications. 


BILLY BLOCK, music entrepreneur and songwrit- 
er, died March 11 at age 59 following a battle with 
cancer. He was the host of the weekly Billy Block 


Show and an early proponent of the 
Americana movement who worked in 
numerous facets of the business and 
with artists from Jason Aldean to 
BR5-49 over the years. 



LEGAL NEWS 



BRAD WARREN, a member of The 
Warren Brothers as well as a top 
songwriter, has been named 
in a lawsuit by the mother of a 
Nashville high school student 
who took his own life. The stu- 
dent’s mother alleges that Brad’s 
son verbally abused and bullied her son before he 
committed suicide, and has named Brad, his wife 
and son and the school in the suit. 


CERTIFICATIONS 

HUNTER HAYES has received a 
double platinum certification for his 
single “I Want Crazy” for sales of 2 
million copies. Hunter also received 
gold certifications for sales of 500,000 
for each of the singles “Everybody’s Got 
Somebody but Me” and “Invisible.” 




,,-ttieBESTC0UNTRY CRUISE EVER! 

COUNTRY 

CRUISING 


book TODAY! 



WE HAVE MORE COUNTRY MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 
THAN ANY OTHER CRUISE, WE WILL FEATURE 
SEVEN (7) HEADLINERS AND OVER TWENTY (20) 
OTHER ARTISTS! AND ALTHOUGH YOU MAY NOT 
KNOW ALL OF THEIR NAMES NOW, YOU SURELY 
WILL BY THE END OFTHECRUISEI 


BOOK NOW! WHY? THIS GIVES YOU MORE CABIN 
CHOICES AND LETS YOU TAKE THE MAXIMUM 
ADVANTAGE OF THE PAYMENT PLAN. MANY OF 
OUR REPEAT CUSTOMERS SAY THEY WOULDNT 
DO IT ANY OTHER WAY. 


...PLUS OVER 20 OTHER ARTISTS! 

This isn t like any cruise youVe ever taken before! 


TOLL FREE US 800-758-1820 

INF0@C0UNTRYCRUISING.COM 

WWW.C0UNTRYCRUISING.COM/CW 
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i AVERAGE HOTEL ROOM PRICE 
i(A 15% INCREASE FROM LAST 1 
YEAR ACCORDING TO g! 


I DAN POST 
i WOMEN’S 
^ VINTAGE BLUE 
f BIRD SNIP-TOE 
BOOT FROM 
<Lv BOOT BARNi 


SPECIAL-FRIER 


IN CENTENNIALPARK’S 
EXACT REPLICA OF^THE 
GREEK PARTHENON 


GUITARS 

JVIANUFACTURED 


THE 

HEIGHT^ 


NAKED PEOPLE 
El 


IN MUSICA STATUE 
IN THE MUSIC ROW 
ROUNDABOUT 


the mix 


BY THE NUMBERS 

11 , 800,005 









CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 
AWARD WINNING COUNTRY HITS 



34 HITS ON 2 CDS FEATURING: 

LUKE BRYAN “Country Girl (Shake It For Me)” 
TAYLOR SWIFT “Mean” 

MIRANDA LAMBERT “The House That Built Me” 
LADY ANTEBELLUM “Need You Now” 

ALAN JACKSON “Chattahoochee” 

BLAKE SHELTON “Honey Bee” 

BROOKS & gUNN jiRooKcootin’ Boogie” ^ * 

CARRit UHPERWOQO “Jesus Take The Vlfheel” 


AND MORE HITS FROM: George Strait, Faith Hill, Eric Church, Jason Aldean, 
Kenny Chesney, Brad Paisley, Keith Urban, Willie Nelson, Tim McGraw, 
George Jones, Dolly Parton, Kenny Rogers, Merle Haggard & MORE... 


* . * AVAiptRLE.MARCH 31 ” 

• • • * * 

The Academy’s proceeds from this album will benefit 

^ ACM Lifting Lives 



N0W<S9. HOW TltAPS WHAT r CM! MUSlC^S) and NOW 
THArS WHAT t CALI CtHIHTRT® ® 1Q15 SONY MUSIC 
iHTTEfTTAlMIIEMr f UMC AECOflOlHCS, IMC, 


the mix 



On March 17, the Tennessee 
Arts Commission presented 
LORETTA LYNN with a 
Distinguished Artist Award, 
which is given to Tennessee 
artists of exceptional tal- 
ent and creativity who have 
influenced the arts on both 
a state and national level. 
Loretta, who is 82 years old, 
has sold more than 45 million 
albums over her 50-plus^ 
year career. Gospel artist 
Dr. Bobby Jones^and opera 
singer Mary Costa were also 
honored at the ceremony. 


Bluegrass State of Mind 

VINCE GILL and THE TIME JUMPERS will serve as the entertain- 
ment for the Mayor’s Gala at the International Bluegrass Music 
Museum in Owensboro, Ky., on April 17. Proceeds from the gala 
will benefit the museum, which is the world’s only facility dedi- 
cated to the history and preservation of bluegrass music. Check 
out bluegrassmuseum.org for ticket info. 




You Da Men 


BRAD PAISLEY, FLORIDA 
GEORGIA LINE and HUNTER 




ing BEYONCE, 


HAYES were 
among the 
winners of the 
2015 YouTube 
Music Awards. 
Recognized 
for having the 
largest growth 
in views, sub- 
scribers and 
engagement 
on the video 
platform over 
the last six 
months, the 
three country 
heavy-hitters 
joined 47 other 
acts across all 
genres, includ- 
ONE DIRECTION, 


RIHANNA, SIA and SAM SMITH. 




ADDS 


After a song has been released to radio, the real game begins. Rarely 
does every reporting station— the stations that have airplay recorded 
for country chart purposes— jump on a new single at once. The ones 
that don’t are called by the record label’s promotion teams, who ask, 
encourage and maybe even beg them to “add” the single. And no, 
those enticements do not involve money. That’s called payola, and it’s 
a federal crime. They count on their good relationships and an artist’s 
proven history or the buzz around an up-and-comer to get the add. 
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SUBSCRIBE TOBAY! 

GET COUNTRY WEEKLY DELIVERED 
RIGHT TO YOUR MAILBOX! 



If you reside in the U.S., you can subscribe or renew by 
going to CountryWeekiy-com or maiiing in the form beiow 


YES! Please send me: 

□ 1-year subscription for $49.97 

□ 6-month subscription for $39.97 

(Allow 6-8 weeks for 
delivery of your first issue.) 

□ Payment enciosed 
(Check made payable to 
Country Weekly must be enclosed 
for order to be processed.) 


Name: 

SEND THiS FORM TO: 

P.O. Box 37207 

Boone, iA 
50037-0207 

Address: 

Aot. 

Citv: 

State: 

Zip: Email: 


Credit Card Type (check one) 

Credit Card Number: 

□ American Express 



□ Mastercard 

Credit Card Expiration Date 

□ Visa 

(MM/YY): 


□ Discover 


CYW VAC415N 
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BACK IN THE SADDLE 


WHEN YOU ARE ON THE ROAD 

as much as Randy Houser, time is 
of the essence when it comes to the 
hours spent at home. That same 
mentality also translates into Randy’s 
songwriting, where he knows right 
away when he’s spending too much 
time on a song that won’t necessarily 
be a good fit for him and also when 
a song has potential to be a hit. “I 
don’t get to write songs every day 
like I used to,” notes Randy. “If you’re 
going to spend time writing a song, it 
almost has to be something you love.” 

Knowing he had his third album 
to complete, Randy got together with 
a handful of songwriters to start 
chipping away at ideas. One of those 
writers was Brice Long, who invited 
Randy to his office in the Berry Hill 
area of Nashville to see what they 


could come up with. After going 
through several concepts and having 
no luck, the two broke for lunch to 
see if stepping away from the writing 
room would help spark something to 
write upon their return. “Brice is one 
of those writers who is very patient 
with me and doesn’t get offended if 
I shoot down a lot of ideas until we 
collectively come up with the right 
thing and the right thing to say,” 
Randy explains. 

When they finally settled back into 
a groove that afternoon, they began 
playing through different melodies 
and guitar riffs when the opening 
line of their song came out: Every 
time I fall I get back up again. “It 
reminded me of how I was travel- 
ing all the time, then trying to come 
back home and keep juggling all the 


pieces and trying to make things 
work,” Randy says softly. “It’s just 
hard to do. I thought about anybody 
who’s used to being away from 
home. You’re out living your life and 
trying to stay in touch with what’s 
going on at home. Meanwhile, this 
whole life is going on at home that 
you can’t be a part of You miss them 
and they miss you. It’s a struggle 
that a lot of people go through.” 

That feeling and emotion led 
Randy to reflect on another life- 
style that might have involved the 
same scenario. “I just had a vision 
of the old-school cowboy riding in 
and saving the day, if that makes 
sense,” Randy says. “I don’t know if 
it’s fairy-tale -like or what, but that’s 
where it came from and it was some- 
thing we both immediately loved.” 

They continued to work on “Like 
a Cowboy” for the remainder of the 
day, eventually putting the finish- 
ing touches on their new song. As 
Randy anticipated, the song made it 
onto his iTow Country Feels album, 
and it was released as the project’s 
fourth single. It followed in the path 
of the previous tracks by becoming 
yet another Top 5 hit. 

- ALANNA CONAWAY 


‘LIKE A COWBOY’ 


Randy Houser 


Randy Houser, fVL 
Brice Long I - 

A LOHO 

STRIH6 OF HITS 


BEHIND THE SONG 
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

•^FRIDAY NIGHT 

•APRILIO 

LOWER BROADWAY, NASHVILLE 

DOORS OPEN (§) 6^PM 


Presented by Bushne 


GET EXCLUSIVE VIDEOS, MUSIC AND MORE! VISIT NRACOUNTRY.COM TO GET NRA COUNTRY CONNECTED! 
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FOLLOW THE TREND: 

Bohemian Buzz 


Whether you call it bohemian, gypsy, peasant or hippie chic, the new 
trend in fashion is sweeping the country and country music. Think natu- 
ral fibers and colors, comfortable and loose fit, feminine details of lace, 
flowers, delicate patterns and floaty, flowing hems and sleeves. Hair, 
too, should hang naturally, whether straight, wavy or curly, or be swept 
up with a simple headband or flowers. And makeup should enhance 
your own natural beauty with just a blush of color on the cheeks and 
lips, and a delicate sweep of mascara on the lashes. Love it? Spend a 
little, spend a lot, just embrace your inner hippie chick. Peace. 

- TAMMY RAGUSA 


Rancho Estancia 
Women’s Kirsten 
Long Sleeve Blouse 
$33.99 bootbam.com 


Little Big Town’s 

Kimberly 

Schlapman 


Woodland Fairy 
Barefoot Sandals 

$79 etsy.com - GPYoga 


Kera 

Embroidered 
Maxi Dress 

$48 francescas.com 
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Rhinestone 

Chain 

Headband 

$5.90 

forever21.com 


Threaded 
Bangles Set 

$24.99 

gypsyoutfitters. com 


vikacey 

f>Musgraves M 


Scully Women’s 
Sheer 

Sleeveless Top 

$39.99 bootbam.com 


Clara 


Poetry 

Contest 


$25,000 in prizes awarded! 

The National Amateur Poetry Competition is now 
accepting entries for our next contest. We encourage new, 
previously impublished poets to participate. All 
qualifying poets will receive an editorial acknowledgement 
from an editor. Poem must be 26 lines or fewer {line limit is 
strictly enforced!) and can be written on any subject, in any ' 
style. Mail one original poem to 

Poetry Contest 
1501 Broadway 
12th Floor E 
New York, NY 10036 

SuBmisstons miist Be postmarked By May 31, 2015 . 
r,ntry isjree! 




GET COOKIN’ 


Pancake Party 

NEWCOMER SARAH DUNN 

SHARES A FAMILY RECIPE 
FOR PANCAKES, A PERFECT 
ADDITION FOR YOUR CREW’S 
EASTER BREAKFAST. 


PHOTOS BY ASHLEY HYLBERT 


AS SOON AS SARAH DUNN, lead vocalist for 
the Sarah Dunn Band, gets off the road, she can’t 
wait to get into the kitchen. And that goes for this 
particular morning in Nashville, where Sarah and 
the band have stopped over at a friend’s house after 
traveling all night from their Missouri home base. 
This is definitely one hungry crew, so Sarah takes 
command in the kitchen and proceeds to whip up a 
band favorite, her homemade pancakes. 

“I always make these for the band when they 
come over to my house,” says the bubbly singer, who 
also plays fiddle and mandolin. “I got the recipe 
from my grandmother and I have experimented 
with it and added to it.” Her tastiest addition, she’ll 
gladly share, is the malted milk mix. “I know it’s 
unusual, but that gives it an awesome flavor. It has a 
little bit of a different texture.” Sarah also loves add- 
ing blueberries or chocolate chips to the batter. 

For a taste of their music, check out the Sarah 
Dunn Band’s new single, “Bye Bye,” released to ra- 
dio and online outlets in March. And make sure to 
try Sarah’s awesome pancakes, which you can whip 
up for your own crew on Easter Sunday, April 5. 

- BOB PAXMAN 



Sarah gets the proper ingredients 
together to feed her band members, 
(from left) Matt McHan, Roger Caple, 
David Montgomery and Scotty Bell. 



Looks like another win- 
ning stack, judging by 
the satisfied grins. 
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SAIL WITH 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
LEGENDS! 




gcommnr 

MUSIC CRUISE. 

JANUARY 16 -23, 2016 

Ft. Lauderdale * Key West 
Ocho Rios, Jamaica * Grand Cayman 

Holland America’s m/s Westerdam 
jvO^rc 


Kenny Rogers Randy Owen The Oak 

special appearance 1/19/16 lead singer of RIcIQB BOVS 

Alabama ^ ^ 


^ mtmski 

Mel Tillis Kathy Mattea B.J. Thomas 


The Bellamy Shenandoah T. Graham 

Brothers ,, Brown 

Marty Raybon 


Jamie O’Neal Riders 
in the Sky 

X AND MORE TO SB ADDED! 

Toll Free US & Canada 
855 - 622-6868 (1-855 62 COUNTRY) 

CountryMusicCruise.com E thecountrymusiccruise 

Artists subject to change 


WHO’S NEW 


f 




MICHAEL 

RAY 

CURRENT SINGLE: 

“Kiss You in the Morning” 


I 

Michael’s debut single, “Kiss You in 
the Morning,” was the second-most- 
added song at country radio during 
the third week of February, and the 
Florida native recently joined Sam 
Hunt’s Lipstick Graffiti Tour. 




STAGE PRESENCE 

“When I was little, my family had a band called The 
Country Cousins and they played older country. My 
dad sang lead and played rhythm, my grandfather 
played lead guitar, my uncle played bass, my cous- 
in played drums and a couple other cousins sang 
harmony. It was all family. They disbanded when I 
was 5 or 6, but I had been onstage with them since 
I was knee-high. I was up there playing my Kermit 
the Frog guitar that I thought was plugged in.” 

PRESS PLAY 

“When I was 9 years old, I decided I wanted to 
play, so my dad and grandfather started showing 
me how to play guitar. It became my obsession, 
and I started playing with my grandfather on the 
weekends at community centers and American 
Legions. That’s where I wanted to be, and I learned 
so much from performing at a young age, and 
performing classic country like Ray Price, Porter 
Wagoner, Bobby Bare, Earl Thomas Conley.” 

MUSIC CITY BOUND 

“I moved to Nashville in 2010 and busted the 


road and began playing every hole in the wall 
that I could. It was the old-school way of doing 
things— playing any club and handing out CDs. 

I just wanted to get out and play music, every 
place I could. It all came together a few years 
later when I signed with Warner Bros. All the 
hard work paid off.” 

BECOMING THE HUNTED 

“Sam [Hunt] is a buddy of mine and one of the 
nicest guys around. He was nice enough to let me 
jump on the back end of his Lipstick Graffiti Tour 
to play some shows. It worked out great. It’s go- 
ing to be a lot of work, but it’s not work when you 
love what you do. It’s going to be so much fun. It’s 
everything that I’ve dreamed about.” 

GRANDFATHERLY ADVICE 

“My grandfather always said, ‘Be careful of 
the feet you step on climbing up because they 
might be connected to the ass you have to kiss 
on your way down.’ Treat people right, that’s 
the main thing.” 

- JIM CASEY 


o 

z 


o 
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A THOUSAND HORSES IS READY TO KICK IT INTO GEAR. 

STORY BY JIM CASEY 



ATH BY DAVID MCCLISTER/EB MEDIA; OPRY PERE BY CHRIS HOLLO/HOLLO PHOTOGRAPHICS/GRAND OLE OPRY 




T he concept of horsepower 
was developed in the I8th 
century to compare the out- 
put of steam engines to draft 
horses, but it seems a befit- 
ting metaphor for A Thou- 
sand Horses, a band that 
uses the building blocks of country, 
rock and blues to unleash lethal bal- 
lads and jammed-up anthems a la 
their Southern rock predecessors. 
Lynyrd Skynyrd had horsepower. 
Marshall Tucker Band? No doubt. 

The Black Crowes? Damn right. 

Southern rock has always been 
about horsepower, and the pedal 
is down in 2015. You don’t have to 
look much farther than a couple of 
Billboard charts for the burnt rub- 
ber. During the last week of February, 
Southern rockers Blackberry Smoke 
had the No. 1 country album, while 
A Thousand Horses’ debut single, 
“Smoke,” was cruising up the chart 
at No. 19. In fact, “Smoke” set a re- 
cord for the highest debut by a new 
act when it opened at No. 28 on the 
Country Aircheck radio chart. 

That’s a lot for A Thousand Hors- 
es’ four founding fathers— Michael 
Hobby (lead vocals). Bill Satcher 


(lead guitar), Zach Brown (guitar 
and vocals) and Graham DeLoach 
(bass and vocals)— to take in at the 
moment, while they refuel on as- 
sorted cocktails at the Tavern, a 
sleek gastropub in midtown Nash- 
ville. They use words like “crazy” 
and “unbelievable” to describe the 
success of “Smoke,” a fresh take on 
an old vice— a toxic woman— that 
Michael co-wrote. 

“It’s insane,” says Graham. “I 
pinch myself a lot. It hasn’t even 
registered to us yet.” 

“Yeah, people keep saying, Tt’s 
not supposed to happen like this,”’ 
adds Bill. “We just want to get out 


but on Feb. 24, playing two 
songs— “Snnoke” and “Sunday 
Morning”— fronn their upconn- 
ing album, Southernality, 
which drops on June 9. 

“It was awesome,” says 
frontman Michael Hobby. “I 
checked it off my bucket list. 

I can’t wait to go back. You 
can feel the energy when you 
step on that circle. Everyone 
who’s come before you and 
everyone who will come after 
you, the history of it is amaz- 
ing. It’s my favorite show 
we’ve ever played, and we 
only played two songs.” 


there and play it for people.” 

Newberry, S.C., buddies Michael 
and Bill began building the base of 
the band when they packed their bags 
and headed to Nashville in 2005. Bill’s 
cousin Graham joined them a year 
later, while Zach completed the core in 
2010 after meeting the guys through 
a friend of a friend. They didn’t have 
a name when they united, so they ad- 
opted the moniker of one of the first 
songs they wrote, and they’ve been 
gaining steam ever since. In keep- 
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A THOUSAND HORSES CONTINUED 
ing with the bigger-is-always-better theme of Southern 
rock, the guys increased their horsepower by adding more 
Horses, including three female backup singers, a fiddler 
and a keyboardist. That’s a lot of people to pack onstage, 
or into a tour bus for that matter. 

“Our bus is definitely a rolling 
party,” says Michael, as we recon- 
vene at a Music Row office three 
weeks after having drinks at the 
Tavern. “It’s a 300-square-foot 
apartment with 12 people in it.” It’s 
even more crowded when you real- 
ize that bassist Graham is 6 feet 3 
inches tall, while frontman Michael 
is a towering 6 feet 4 inches and 
generally sports a Wyatt Earp- 
esque cowboy hat that cuts an im- 
posing presence onstage. 

Regardless of the cramped 
quarters, when you get all those 
Horses under the roof, they power 
down the road, which is exact- 
ly what they’ll be doing in May 
when they open for Darius Ruck- 
er on his Southern Style Tour. 

“This is our first big, legit sum- 
mer tour,” says Michael. “We are 
totally pumped to get this thing 
kicked off on May 14.” 

“Yeah, right now we are putting 
together our party box [see side- 
bar] for the road,” adds Zach with 
a laugh. “You know, all the stuff 
we’ll need out there.” 

One thing that is definitely in 
the party box is a sound system. 


Thinking inside 
the Box 

When the guys fronn A Thousand 
Horses got the call to join Darius 
Rucker’s Southern Style Tour on 
May 14, they immediately began 
to construct their “party box,” a 
collection of festive necessities for 
those days on the road. 

“Right now, weVe got a bunch 
of yard games like corn hole and 
ladder golf,” says guitarist Zach 
Brown. “But weVe also got a 
stereo system, grill, tailgate chairs, 
canopy, cooler. It’s gonna be a big- 
ass box. It’s a work in progress.” 


because A Thousand Horses wants to be able to blast 
their new album, Southemality^ which will be released 
June 9. The 13-track offering, which was produced by 
Dave Cobb (Jason Isbell, Sturgill Simpson), has the mus- 
cle to lay the hammer down on songs like ground-shak- 
er “Landslide” or moon-howler 
“Trailer Trashed.” But the guys also 
know when to downshift, like on 
the addictive lead single, “Smoke,” 
or the virtuous “Sunday Morning,” 
which they co-wrote with Rich 
Robinson of The Black Crowes. 

“It’s essentially five years of 
songs,” says Bill. “‘Landslide’ was 
written four or five years ago. 
‘Smoke’ was the last song written 
for the album. Two days before we 
went in to record, Michael showed 
up with this song and we were like, 
‘Wow. That’s going on the album.’” 

‘^Southernality is our journey,” 
echoes Michael. “We’ve been 
writing and playing those songs 
for the last five years. It’s our 
journey since forming.” 

From the sound of things, A 
Thousand Horses’ 
journey is only begin- 
ning. Fans can preor- 
der Southernality on 
iTunes and download 
four songs instantly, 
including “Smoke.” But 
the best way to preview 
the album is by catch- 
ing the band live. There is no 
shortage of horsepower. CW 
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BEHINDTHE 
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SUNNY 

SWEENEY 


CASEY 

JAMES 

CHECKS 
YES OR NO 


DARIUS 

RUCKER 

TALKS 
SPORTS 
AND 
i MUSIC 






THE CONCEPT COULDN’T BE sim- 
pler: A man and a woman, an ardor 
cooled to flickering embers. And as the 
centerpiece in this tableau, the bed— 
once an altar to their passion and now a 
measure of the distance between them. 

That’s heavy stuff, but that’s not why 
Sunny Sweeney is shedding tears be- 
tween takes on her video shoot for the 
song “My Bed,” from her most recent al- 
bum, Provoked. It’s because the director 
of the shoot, Michael Ponce, has asked, 
“OK, Sunny, wanna do some tears?” 

The artist is perched on a corner of 
the bed inside Elite Multimedia, a pro- 
duction company in Nashville. A cam- 
era stands on a tripod, maybe a foot 
away from her face. Lights illuminate 
Sunny, the metaphorical furniture and 
a bustling video crew ^vithin this vast, 
otherwise darkened room. 

She thinks for a second and then re- 
plies, “I think so.” 

Hair and makeup specialist Neil Ro- 
bison steps up and brushes a bit of 
Mehron Sweat & Tears, a glycerin com- 
pound, beneath Sunny’s left eye. “This 
^vill be ready to go immediately,” he ad- 
vises the director, and in fact, a trickle 
is already glistening on her cheek. 

“It’s, like, slimy,” Sunny observes. 

Michael is now setting up the next 
shot, in which duet partner Will Hoge, 
seated on the far side of the bed, is 
supposed to stand and walk out of the 
frame at the end of the song, ^vith Sun- 
ny turning mournfully toward him on 
the lyric Baby, where did we go wrong? 

But the director, jumbling his words, 
says, “Sunny, don’t forget to turn the 
baby.” Sunny, Will and the crew laugh, 
relax and then, moments later as cam- 
eras roll, the tears fall and the solem- 
nity of the moment is achieved. 

A few minutes later, during a break 
in the action. Sunny reflects on the very 
personal meaning of the song. “I would 
never wish divorce on even my worst 
enemy. . . . No, I would wish it on her,” 
she corrects herself, ^vith a sly grin. 
“But aside from her, I would not ^vish 
it on anybody. It is the worst thing you 
can ever go through, in my opinion. I 
will always have some pain from that, 
even though I’m happily married and 
have moved on. But I can always go 




back to that— and I do, on songs like 
this. The pain stays with you. And that 
does guide my performance.” 

When she wrote “My Bed” with 
Ashley Monroe and Angaleena Pres- 
ley, Sunny wasn’t thinking of it as the 
duet it would eventually become. “We 
wrote it for just one person,” she ex- 
plains. “I actually performed it in my 
shows for years. I’ve wanted to record 
it for a long time. Though he doesn’t 
want to take credit for it, it was my 
manager Steve Emley’s idea to make 
it a duet. And then he tossed out Will 
Hoge’s name and I was like, ‘Yes! 
That’s definitely going to be it.’” 

For Will, the opportunity to record 
this song with Sunny was irresistible. 
“Sunny had been out on tour with me 
and my band,” he recalls. “We had got- 
ten to spend some time together, so 
there was already some trust in our re- 
lationship, which makes it a whole lot 
easier to sing a song with someone. 

“But also, the minute I heard this 


song, I knew it would give me a 
chance to sing in a way that I don’t get 
to do as often as I’d like to,” he contin- 
ues. “It just reminded me of those clas- 
sic George Jones and Tammy Wynette 
heartbreak country ballads that I love. 
That’s not something we always get to 
do. And also, at the end of the day, this 
is on a Sunny Sweeney record. I’m not 
feeling like I have to carry the weight 
and focus the song.” 

“I feel actually the same way,” Sun- 
ny adds. “It takes some pressure off of 
me to have somebody else. Like Will 
said, we’ve played shows together and 
we’re friends outside of this, so even 
though he’s saying he feels like a side- 
man, I feel like a sideman, too. I’ve 
done harmonies on albums but never 
a full-on duet, where he’s just as im- 
portant to the song as I am.” 

Their roles in the video are pretty 
much equal, too, a concept that was 
cooked up by the director and Sun- 
ny’s management. But the director is 


more than open to input from both 
performers. Throughout the morning, 
he moves them like chess pieces: first 
Sunny closer to the camera and Will 
in the background. They switch when 
Will sings his lines. Different endings 
are shot, with each artist walking out 
of the picture on the last line. Then 
Sunny comes up with a question. 

“Is there any necessity of shooting 
the empty bed?” she asks. 

Michael considers the idea and then 
responds, “We could do that.” 

With that, crew members move it 
to set up a different camera angle. 
Production assistant Lindsey Daniel 
fusses over the covers and blankets, 
sculpting the perfect “sad bed” look. 

“It’s pretty loose,” Sunny says after- 
ward, reflecting on the day of filming. 
“It’s pretty chill, which is a great feeling.” 

Then, with a trace of glycerin tears 
still on her cheek, she laughs. “I’m 
having a really good day today.” 

— BOB DOERSCHUK 
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Vitsey 

James 


We asked the “Fall 
Apart” singer to keep it 
together iong enough 
for a quick round of 
Check Yes or No, and 
he happily obliged. 


I ate paste in elementary school. 
YES ^ NO □ 

I would like to cliff dive. 

YES ^ NO □ 

It drives me crazy when girls ask 
to touch my hair. 

YES ^ NO □ 

I’ve eaten food outside the door 
of someone else’s hotel room. 
YES □ NO ^ 

I’ve eaten off of someone 
else’s plate. 

YES a NO □ 

I’ve Googled my own name 
this month. 

YES □ NO ^ 

I work out at least three times 
a week. 

YES □ NO ET 

I Still high-five. 

YES ^ NO □ 

I have more than 10 phone 
numbers memorized. 

YES ^ NO □ 

I failed my driver’s license test 
the first time. 

YES □ NO ^ 

I know CPR. 

YES ^ NO □ 

I can do a cartwheel. 

YES □ NO ^ 

I like clowns. 

YES □ NO ^ 

I’ve milked a cow. 

YES ET no □ 

I’m ticklish. 

YES ^ NO □ 

I believe in karma. 

YES ^ NO □ 
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and welcomed her first child to head-to-head matchups. 


Carrie left little doubt who 


the victor would be. Carrie 


named Isaiah, 


hottest stars in country mu< 


While other artists like Mi 


conquered Keith Urban in the 


sic had the best “season” in a randa Lambert, Luke Bryan ; opening round, blasted Blake 


and Blake Shelton certainly V; Shelton in the quarterfinals. 


winner-takes-all tournament. 


we took our staff’s opinions 


had unbelievable seasons, it’s routed Miranda Lambert in 


out of the equation. After com- hard to argue against Carrie’s the semifinals and crushed 


Kenny Chesney in the finals. 


remarkable run 


In fact, when it came down That’s a who’s who of country 


that governed the seeding. 


our job was done. It was time 


powerhouses who all served 


as mere cannon fodder for 


to sit back and let you vote, 


Carrie on her Sherman-like 


And vote you did. For the last 


month, thousands of votes 
poured in each round until 'Jj 
we were left with one woman t 


march through the tourney. 


tournament was all done in 


standing; Carrie Underwood, 


We’re already looking for 


And what a spectacular 


ward to another great tourney 


next year. Can Carrie repeat 


consecutive Billboard No. 1 


her championship run and 


album, win a Grammy and 


start her own dynasty or will 


earn an ACM Special Achieve- 


a new titleholder emerge? 


ment Award, but she also de- 


veloped her own clothing line 


and we’ll be watching 


(Clockwise from right) 


Sporting CALIA, her new 


fitness clothing line; 


muggin’ with Miranda ; 
Lambert in “Somethin’ / 
Bad”; showing off her ' ; 


carpet at the ACC Awards 


(Clockwise from above) Greatest Hits: 


Decade #1 ; with CM A Awards co-host ^ 
Brad Paisley; performing at the ACCj;^ 
Awards; backstage with The Swon 
Brothers at the ACM Honors 


MIPA^sSDA LAMBERT 
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• Grammy Best Country 
Solo Performance 

• ACM Spedai 
Achievement 
Award 

• Billboard 
No. 1 album 


And then there were tw 
Music Madness bracke 
stars tn cnuntry music, 
thoiisands nf votes fion 
comes down to the We< 
rie Underwood, versus l 
Kenny Ghesney. Carrie 
Urban, No. 2 Blake Shel 
Lambert to win the Wes 
posed of Ho. 3 Jason Al 




FGL BY ALBERTO RODRIGUEZ/NICKELODEON; BLAKE, DIERKS, M&T, JASON, SAM BY JOHN RUS- 
SELL/CMA; GARTH BY VINCENT MUZIK/CORBIS; MIRANDA BY JASON MERRITT/ACM; KEITH BY ERIC 
HENDERSON/CORBIS; KACEY BY ALBERT FERREIRA/ABC; LUKE BY IMAGE SPACE INC/CORBIS; 
STURGILL BYTERRYWYATT/SHORE FIRE MEDIA; KENNY BYTAMMIEARROYO/AFF; ERIC BY BYRON 
PURVIS/CORBIS;TIMBYDEBBYWONG/CORBIS 
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In honor of college basketbairs craziest month, created a bracket with 16 of the hottest solo/duo acts in country music. 
We seeded them based on the strength of their current “season” and pitted them against each other in a winner-takes-all format 
that features East vs. West. We asked our readers to vote, and here are the results. 
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NASH I WhafsHOT 


Screen 

Si^^lers 

Music videos have the ability to enhance an artist’s profile. They can 
also absolutely light us up with their inventive and creative visuals. 
These five music videos from some of country’s hottest stars have us 
watching over and over again, whether for their compelling stories, 
beautiful cinematography or, honestly, just the dang good songs! 

— TAMMY RAGUSA 




Mirnnda 

Lamberi 

Video: “Little Red Wagon” 
Director; Trey Fanjoy 
Piot: As if the desert wasn’t 
already hot enough, Mrs. 
Shelton shows up in a shiny 
Airstream with a pup by her 
side at a roadside hotel, 
looking as hot as an Alberto 
Vargas pinup girl for a few 
cheeky setups and some 
harmless flirtation with the 
pool boy. 


Sam 

Hunt 

Video; “Take Your Time” 
Director; Tim Mattia 
Piot: Dark, gritty and, sadly, 
too true, Sam Hunt shows 
that not every knight in shin- 
ing armor is surrounded by 
opulence as he rescues an 
offbeat damsel in distress 
from an abusive loser. 



36 NASH MAGAZINE 




Reba 

McEntire 


Video; “Going Out Like That” 
Director; TK McKamy 
Plot; Reba plays narra- 
tor in this getting-over-you 
smash. But there’s plenty of 
the feisty redhead perform- 
ing (and looking amazing) 
between shots of the “life of 
the party” relearning what it 
is to go out like that. 


Cole 

Steindell 

Video; ‘Ain’t Worth the Whiskey” 
Director; Michael Monaco 
Plot; Props to Michael Monaco and 
Cole for not taking the easy way out by 
following the story line verbatim. The 
breakup in this song almost takes a 
supporting role as the celebration of 
a buddy returning home from military 
service becomes the star. Raise your 
glasses, y’all! 


CMT aired its very first video March 5, 1 983 — 
Faron Young’s “It’s Four in the Morning.” 


Jake 

Owen 


Video; “What We Ain’t Got” 
Director; Mason Dixon 
Plot; Stark and haunting, images of 
Jake sitting on a stool are interspersed 
with riveting images of individuals 
each bearing their own pain and 
burden, including a small boy with a 
folded flag. And the emotion builds 
as the clip unfolds. One of the most 
compelling videos in country music. 


The first country music video to air on MTV? 
Dwight Yoakam’s “Honky Tonk Man.” 
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Darius Rucker (center) puts a smile on 
Ijie faces of (from left) Chuck Wicks, Mike ’ 
cVay (SVP of content and programming^ 
for Cumulus Media), Terri Clark and Blair - 
Garner of America’s Morning Show. 


NASH I the BROADCAST 


More Mr, Nice Guy 

There’s just something about Darius Rucker’s Southern 
Style charm that brings a smiie to everyone’s face. 


If you put together a list of the nic- 
est people in country music, Darius 
Rucker’s name would definitely be 
on the short list. His laugh and joy 
for life are infectious. I can hon- 
estly say I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
Darius when he doesn’t act like it’s a 
sunny, blue-skied day. His happiness 
carries over from his music to his 
love of sports. 

Darius once told me he had one 
room with nine televisions in it. 
Nine. Why would you need that? 
According to Darius, it’s so you don’t 
have to miss any of the games. He’s 
got the NBA package . . . the NHL 
package ... all of it. 

When I recently asked him if he 
still had all the televisions, I was 
surprised when he said no. Only one. 
The hitch is that it’s one television 
that’s the size of an entire wall. “We 
can simultaneously play eight differ- 
ent games,” Rucker says. “And I guess 
I’ve become accustomed to it because 
I had a friend over, and after about 15 
minutes, he was in the bathroom sick 


from all the motion.” 

Who in country music does Darius 
most closely follow the games with? 
“Oh, me and Dallas. Dallas David- 
son and Luke [Bryan],” he says. “We 
text each other on Saturday with our 
picks.” And fantasy football? “Abso- 
lutely. I’ve got five leagues and I’m 
the commissioner of every league. I 
even won the Nashville league this 
year.” So what do you win? Darius 
told me, “I’ve got this guy that does 
all the belts for the WWE and he’s 
made me a real wrestling belt that 
we pass around.” And then with a sly 
grin he adds, “And money! The belt’s 
cool, but the money’s cooler.” 

If you could bet on the success of 
music, Darius would be one of the 
best bets you could make. “Home- 
grown Honey” is just the latest in a 
long string of his hits that have domi- 
nated the country charts. And though 
he first established himself with Hoo- 
tie & the Blowfish, he has definitely 
become an established name in the 
realm of country music, too. 


“My whole goal was just to get to 
make another record,” Darius admits 
on a recent visit to America's Morn- 
ing Show. “And it’s been so much fun 
getting to be a part of the Nashville 
community. It’s awesome.” With four 
country albums now under his belt, 
plus an induction into the Grand 
Ole Opry, it’s safe to say that Darius 
Rucker is without a doubt a bona fide 
country artist. 

As for where his music is going 
next, Darius’ fourth country album. 
Southern Style^ will be released on 
March 31. 1 was lucky enough to get 
an advanced listen, and I knew from 
the moment I heard it I would be buy- 
ing it for myself The man can flat-out 
sing. Make sure to check out the title 
track and “Need You More,” which are 
two of my favorites. 

And if you need an extra shot of 
Darius, he’s heading out in May on 
his Southern Style Tour with Brett 
Eldredge, Brothers Osborne and A 
Thousand Horses. 

riHffefflrCT a member 
of the National Radio Hall 
of Fame, is host of the 
NASH-FM nationally 
syndicated America’s 
Morning Show. 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH 
YOUR FAVORITE STARS! 




With their new 
tattoos, tourmates 
Miranda Lambert, 
Gwen Sebastian 
and RaeLynn prove 
there’s not a bad 
• note among them. 


When you’re constantly “Burnin’ It 
Down,” there’s only one way to pre- 
vent smoke inhalation for Jason 
Aldean and fiancee Brittany Kerr. 


I NASH ON the SCENE \ 


NASH MAGAZINE 39 










Gettin’ 

Hitched 


DISH DIRECTV AT&TU-Verse FIDS 

299 238 799 233 



SET YOUR DVR 
SEASON PREMIERE 

Saturday, April 11 

9et/10pt 

::reelz 

CHANNEL 


To find REELZ on your local cable provider, visit REELZ.com 






NASH 


SOUND BITES 








We poured our whole hearts 
into Start Here and I eannot 
wait to just show our fans the 
whole Maddie & Tae spiel. 

MADDIE MARLOW 

of Maddie & Tae about their 
debut album 


Em trying to teaeh them the things 
that I was taught as a kid. You know, 
he respeetful, say “yes, ma'am,” “yes, 
sir.” You know, he eourteous to others. 

DARIUS RUCKER 

on how he’s raising his kids 




I put myself to a huge test with this 
show, heeause the standard of show 
that's gotta go in Caesars Palaee, like 
a full-time resident, is major. It's like 
nothing I'd ever done before. 

SHANIA TWAIN 

on her Las Vegas show 


Anytime you ve got a 
song that's out on the 
radio at the time, that 
one is gonna get a hig 
reaetion at the show 
'eause it's the one people 
are hearing 10 times 
a day on the radio, so 
that's good. 
JASON ALDEAN 
on performing “Just Get- 
tin’ Started” on tour 


rve aetually heeome better 
and more on time now as a 
mom, and even as our eareer 
has gone on and more years 
into it, they've rubbed ojfon 
me in a really good way. 

HILLARY SCOTT 
of Lady Antebellum about her 
bandmates’ influence 


AMERICA’S MORNING SHOW 
WITH BLAIR GARNER 


KICKIN’ IT 
WITH KIX BROOKS 




Do y'all remember 
the Colgate Country 
Showdown ? I won 
one of those. I won 
the heal one and 
then my drummer 
quit the band and 
disqualified us from 
the state. 

LUKE BRYAN 
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THE REDNECK 
COMEDY BUS TOUR 

If you’re heading to Nashville for a long weekend 
of fun but don’t know where to begin to see the 
sights, start by checking out the Redneck Connedy 
Bus Tour. Half tour of Music City and half built-in 
comedy show, the Redneck Bus, a converted and 
camouflaged school bus, takes passengers of all 
ages on a fun and hilarious ride to see the real 
sights and hear the best stories— and jokes— from 
hosts and drivers who know. The approximately 
two-hour tour is music-centric, covering Nashville’s 
historic Printers Alley, Lower Broadway and 2nd 
Avenue honky-tonk district, but also loops Music 
Row, the home of the city’s country music industry. 

Pack a cooler— yep, really— and go before you 
leave, because once those wheels get rolling, they 
aren’t stopping until you’re done. 

- TAMMY RAGUSA 


BUS STOPS 

LOCATION: 

LOCATION: 

Nashville Palace 

Whiskey Bent Saloon 

2611 McGavock Pike 

306 Broadway 

HOURS: 

HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 

Monday-Thursday 

11 a.m. 

2 p.m. 

Saturday 

Saturday 

11 a.m. 

2 p.m. & 4 p.m. 

(615) 316-0014 
theredneckbus.com 
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ary Allan, like Shakespeare’s Cas- 
sins, still bears that “lean and 
S hungry look” at age 47. Sporting a 

H jeans-casual outfit adorned with a 

H ball cap, Gary appears very much 

H in fighting shape as he takes a 
seat inside a Nashville sound 
B studio. He’s excited to be com- 
^ ing out swinging with a new and 
acclaimed single, “Hangover Tonight,” and 
upcoming album, along with plenty of touring 
for the rest of the year. 


It may seem hard to entirely fathom, but Gary’s 
on the verge of celebrating 20 years in the most 
difficult of trades: the music business. The raspy- 
voiced singer out of California made his debut in 
the summer of 1996 with “Her Man,” which gave 
listeners a first glimpse into his soulful, and cer- 
tainly sensual, sides. And though industry awards 
and statuettes haven’t filled up his mantel, Gary 
has succeeded in two of the most important ar- 
eas— loyal fan base and longevity. The latter has 
remained his goal ever since he embarked on this 
unpredictable career two decades ago. 


BY 

BOB 

PAXMAN 


GARY ALLAN CONTINUED 

‘Tn my eyes, success is longevity” 
says Gary, in a reflective tone. “When 
people asked me back when I started, 
‘What do you want?’ I would always 
say longevity, and that’s still the 
same. I’d like to be that Willie Nelson 
type of guy who just keeps on go- 
ing.” With a wraparound grin, Gary 
pokes a little fun at himself, add- 
ing, “You know, 20 years from now, I 
want people saying, ‘How is that guy 
still here?’ That wouldn’t bother me. 
That’s what I still want— to be writ- 
ing and recording relevant songs and 
still have your hat in the game.” 

Gary’s latest offering, “Hangover 
Tonight,” is one of those wheel- 
house songs perfectly matched for 
Gary’s style. The melody sways to 


a Motown- esque groove combined 
with a touch of Philly soul, deliv- 
ered with Gary’s blues-tinged rasp 
and sexy swagger. 

And to his point of staying relevant, 
Gary wrote the tune with three rela- 
tively younger artists, Chris Stapleton, 
Jesse Frasure and Cary Barlowe. The 
single is the lead track from Gary’s 
next album, due later this year. 

“I just really felt like we needed 
something fresh [for the album],” 
Gary explains. “We had finished most 
of the record and I didn’t feel like 
we had that.” Gary had admired an 
earlier song that Chris and Jesse had 
written, one that he thought he had 
wrapped up in the bag. But not to be. 

“Chris and Jesse had written this 
kind of Motown thing and I thought 


I had it for my record,” Gary begins. 
“But then, I didn’t have it. My man- 
ager said why don’t I try to write 
something with those two in that 
vein.” Gary got together with Chris 
and Jesse, bringing Cary on board, 
and the result accomplished the mu- 
sical mission. “This was actually the 
last song we wrote for the album,” 
Gary says. “It’s exactly what we 
were going for. Chris and Jesse and 
I ended up writing two others and 
both of those made the record.” 

Throughout his career, Gary has 
never been one to avoid taking new 
steps. He’s pushed himself vocally 
at times with cuts like the emotional 
“Best I Ever Had,” a cover of the Verti- 
cal Horizon hit, and “Life Ain’t Always 
Beautiful,” a wrenching number if one 
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ever existed. For his 2013 album. Set 
You Free, Gary collaborated for the 
first time with female writers, includ- 
ing Hillary Lindsey on the No. 1 single 
“Every Storm (Runs Out of Rain)” 
and Sarah Buxton on “Pieces.” He’s 
open to fresh experiences, perhaps 
one more reason why he has stayed 
not only active but also relevant at the 
same time. Teaming up with the three 
writers on “Hangover Tonight” proved 
one more example of his willingness 
to be flexible, even when the processes 
aren’t the same. 

“It was very different writing with 
Chris and them,” Gary acknowledges 
with a smile. “I remember Chris being 
a really fast writer. Chris had written 
a lot with Jesse, who is a DJ, and that 
was different itself Jesse had speak- 
ers set up facing me and he had a little 
laptop with the beats and the chord 
progressions and the instruments on 
there. We basically put melodies over 
what he did. Which was very odd— I 
had never written like that. I mean, I 
still write in notebooks,” he adds with 
a generous poke at himself “In fact, 
we were all laughing about how much 
country music has changed as we 
were writing. They all came in with 
their computers and I walk in the stu- 
§ dio with my notebooks and they’re all 
^ kind of laughing at me.” 

§ Gary describes it all in good- 
I natured fashion, even fessing up 

< to one more nod to the old-school 
I method. “I always have songs and 

I ideas written down,” he says, “and I 

< also put things on cassettes. It’s eas- 
i ier for me to jot down ideas. I’ve lost 
^ so many songs to computers.” 

8 But other than his nonreliance 
5 on technology, Gary is good with 

I 

0 change. It comes from within, he 

g will gladly confide. “First off, it’s me 

1 trying to push myself to do some- 
I thing different,” Gary says. “With 
8 this new single, I almost feel like 

^ I did when I had [the 1999 single] 

§ ‘Smoke Rings in the Dark.’ I got 
8 something that is so different that 
I it’s either going to screw up my ca- 
^ reer,” he smiles, “or help it.” 


Surely, “Hangover Tonight” works 
in well with today’s brand of coun- 
try, where the spaces are more wide 
open than ever before. Listen to the 
majority of tunes that get whopping 
amounts of airtime and you’ll hear an 
infusion of sounds from outside the 
traditional boundaries of country. 

“This is the most I’ve ever seen 


new.Faue 

Fans aren’t the only folks 
raving over singer/song- 
writer CHRIS STAPLETON 

Gary Allan, who collabo- 
rated with Chris on three 
songs fronn his upcoming 
new album, has also been 
captivated by Chris’ writ- 
ing and achingly soulful 
voice that can leap from 
Otis Redding to Screa- 
min’ Jay Hawkins in a 
heartbeat. Chris co-wrote 
Gary’s current single, 
“Hangover Tonight.” 

“He has become one 
of my favorite singers,” 
Gary, a soul-tinged vocal- 
ist himself, says. “All of 
the background vocals 
on ‘Hangover Tonight’ are 
his. When Chris layers his 
voice like that, it sounds 
like 15 black women from 
a choir. We’ve got him all 
over the record.” 



country music change,” Gary muses 
as he sits back in his chair. “You have 
to look at it and say, ‘How am I going 
to fit into this?’ Especially now, with 
all the rapping and stuff like that. But 
when I heard this song, I thought I 
could get all over that. I’ve always 
got it in me to try something that I 
haven’t heard or done before. I think 
the opposite of that is you find your- 
self on the jaded side of the fence, and 
there’s no money on the jaded side.” 

When not in the studio or on 
the stage, Gary tends to a thriving 
business, the hip clothing store he 
opened a few years ago in Nash- 
ville, The Label. The shop, located 
in the trendy neighborhood known 
as 12South, features an array of 
clothes and jewelry for both men 
and women. Gary’s fellow artists 
drop in often to buy that special, 
eye-catching garment for red car- 
pets and awards show appearances. 
“We have a lot of tourists who also 
come through,” Gary says. “But 
mainly, any band that comes to 
town will come and see us.” 

The Label has actually evolved 
into a family business. Gary’s 
daughters, Maggie, Dallas and Tan- 
na, all play a big part in the day-to- 
day operation. “My oldest daugh- 
ter does the books and a lot of the 
buying,” says the proud dad. “My 
youngest girl is still in college, but 
she comes in when she can. It’s al- 
ways fun to watch the awards shows 
with them because they’ll see an art- 
ist and go, ‘I helped dress him,’ or 
something like that.” 

Gary’s middle daughter, Dallas, 
once held aspirations of a singing 
career, and even performed with 
her dad during his 2009 show in 
Nashville at the Ryman Auditorium. 
The two harmonized on The Band’s 
classic “The Night They Drove Old 
Dixie Down,” earning a crescendo 
of applause from the audience. But 
neither she nor her sisters show any 
sort of interest in following their dad 
down the entertainment trail. 

“They all still like to play and 
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GarJ^erforms 
"bn a 2013 ispi- 
sode of NBCs 
Late Night With 
Jimmy Faiion. 


GARY ALLAN CONTINUED 
sing but none of them want to do 
this for a living,” Gary says, gestur- 
ing toward his guitar case. “And I 
think it was because I was gone so 
much. In conversations with them, 
their take on it was that success 
means you’ll never see your family. 
And I said that’s true. But you have 
to decide what you want.” 

He received a similar slice of ad- 


vice from the legendary Buck Owens, 
one of Gary’s musical heroes. “Buck 
told me one time that you’re going to 
have to make sacrifices if you want 
this career,” Gary recalls. “One of the 
sacrifices is being gone all the time.” 

Now that his three daughters are 
grown, Gary has more time to put in 
additional (and guilt-free) road dates. 
The schedule for the year is packed 
with concert and festival dates, but 


there’s a new wrinkle he’d love to 
add. “What I want to do this year are 
more acoustic shows,” Gary explains. 
“I’d like to do some by myself or 
maybe just me and one or two other 
guys and just strip it all down.” 

He’s performed such shows at 
Nashville club The Listening Room 
Cafe as well as for a recent benefit. 
Stars for Wishes. Fans, always Gary’s 
prime consideration, embrace the 
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intimate, more personal shows. “I 
have so much fun doing them and 
I always think, ‘Man, we have to do 
more of these.’ It’s great to be able 
to do some album cuts and things 
like that,” Gary says. “Anytime it’s a 
charity, it’s always an acoustic thing. 
But one day. I’d like to do a whole 
tour of just that. It’s always fun to 
watch people play when they’re in 
a stripped-down setting,” he adds. 


smiling wryly. “You can tell the ones 
who are being carried.” 

No such concerns for Gary, who’s 
been carrying the load in workman- 
like fashion since the 1990s. He 
knows that he’s already beaten the 
odds many times over. To the ques- 
tion “Are you a survivor?” Gary an- 
swers in the affirmative. 

“I do look back on my career and 
say I’ve survived,” he reflects, mat- 


ter- of-factly. “And I love the way I 
did it. I think I always did things the 
way I wanted to and even bucked 
convention sometimes. I wouldn’t 
change one thing.” 

He looks around the sound room 
and breaks into a slight grin. “You 
know, I always said I wanted to be 
here for 20 years,” he notes. “Now, 
I’m going to have to start saying 
30 .” CW 
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No shoes, no shirt, no problems . . . just make sure you have 
a ticket to a few of country music’s best summer festivals. 


Get the fanny packs, sunscreen and sunglasses (and deodorant, 
please) ready— sunnnner festival season is almost here, which means 
you have the opportunity to spend all day or several days enjoying 
the music of your favorite country singers in the company of 
fellow country music fans. From coast to coast, there’s a festival 
for everyone, boasting the biggest names in the format, from hot 
contemporary stars to classic country legends. But don’t forget, 
these festivals are also a great opportunity to meet and hear some 
of the brightest up-and-coming local, regional and national talent, 
so get there early. And check, check, then triple-check that you 
have your tickets, credentials AND CAMERA! 

You won’t want to miss one bit of the action or that once-in-a- 
lifetime photo op with Keith Urban. 
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Country Thunder 
Arizona 

WHERE: Florence, 

Ariz. 

WHEN: April 9-12 
WEB: countrythunder.com 
WALLET: $75-$190 
WHO: Luke Bryan, Blake Shelton, 
Dustin Lynch, Brett Eldredge, 
Maddie & Tae, The Railers and 
others 

WHAT’S UP: Get your sunnnner 
partying off to an early start. 

Tortuga Music 
Festival 
WHERE: Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
WHEN: April 11-12 
WEB: tortugamusicfestival.com 
WALLET: $165-$1,299 
WHO: Kenny Chesney, Zac Brown 


Band, Jake Owen, The Band 
Perry, Little Big Town, Trace Ad- 
kins, Josh Turner, The Mavericks, 
Colt Ford, Sann Hunt, Chase Rice, 
Frankie Ballard, 

Maddie & Tae and others 
WHAT’S UP: A portion of the 
proceeds goes directly to Con- 
servation Village, an organization 
that works to ensure ocean con- 
servation and sustainable fishing. 

Country Life Florida 

WHERE: Punta Gorda, Fla. 
WHEN: April 24-26 
WEB: countryiifemusicfestivai.com 
WALLET: $49-$499 
WHO: Reba McEntire, Hank 
Willianns Jr., Billy Currington, 
Janney Johnson, Big & Rich, 
Chris Young, Charlie Daniels, 
Tracy Lawrence, Gloriana, Love 


and Theft, Craig Wayne Boyd 
and others 

WHAT’S UP: The three-day gath- 
ering is being touted as the big- 
gest country nnusic fest to ever 
hit Southwest Florida, and it’s the 
first major event to take place 
at Florida Tracks & Trails, a new 
1,000-acre park. 

Tree Town 
Music Festival 

WHERE: Forest City, 
Iowa 

WHEN: May 21-24 
WEB: treetownfestivai.com 
WALLET: $30-$525 
WHO: Rascal Flatts, Thomas 
Rhett, Lee Brice, Chase Rice, 
Dierks Bentley, Blake Shelton, 

Eli Young Band, Old Dominion 
and others 
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WHAT’S UP: No surprise that 
they love some country music in 
the Heartland, and this Iowa fes- 
tival brings the top-tier talent as 
well as the hottest rising stars. 



HAT 33 & 34 - UEHOBIAL DAT WEEKENE 
LSU TI0BR STADIUM - BATON ROUGE 


Bayou Country Superf est 

WHERE: Baton Rouge, La. 

WHEN: May 23-24 
WEB: bayoucountrysuperfest.com 
WALLET: $50-$500 
WHO: Kenny Chesney, Blake 
Shelton, Miranda Lambert, Brant- 
ley Gilbert, Tyler Farr, Kip Moore, 
Cassadee Pope and others 
WHAT’S UP: You don’t have to 
wear your purple and gold to at- 
tend this massive Memorial Day 
weekend festival at LSU Tiger 
Stadium; you just have to be 
ready to let them bon temps roll. 


Carolina Country Music Fest 

WHERE: Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
WHEN: June 5-7 

WEB: carolinacountrymusicfest com 
WALLET: $189-$999 
WHO: Rascal Flatts, Eric Church, 
Lady Antebellum, Cole Swindell, 
Big & Rich, 
Hunter Hayes, 
Colt Ford, 
Brooke Eden, 
Georgia Satel- 
lites and others 
WHAT’S UP: 
Pack your sunscreen and flip- 
flops— the $6.4 million Myrtle 
Beach Boardwalk is the place 
to be for the inaugural Carolina 
Country Music Festival. 

Taste of Country 
Music Festival 

WHERE: Hunter 
Mountain, N.Y. 
WHEN: June 12-14 




WEB: tasteofcountryfestival.com 
WALLET: $165-$615 
WHO: Tim McCraw, Keith Urban, 
Toby Keith, Billy Currington, Eli 
Young Band, Jerrod Niemann, 
Sara Evans, Easton Corbin, Chase 
Bryant, Colt Ford and others 
WHAT’S UP: Going into its third 
year, this festival has a wide range 
of attractions and camping op- 
tions for the country music fan. 

Rock the South 

WHERE: Cullman, Ala. 

WHEN: June 19-20 
WEB: rockthesouth.com 
WALLET: $49-$429 
WHO: Alan Jackson, Brantley Gil- 
bert, Travis Tritt, Tyler Farr, Eric 
Paslay, Sara Evans, Big Smo, Black- 
berry Smoke, Jon Pardi and others 
WHAT’S UP: The festival started in 
2012 as a way to celebrate recov- 
ery and rebuilding after a tornado 


“rocked” the area in 2011. Last year, 
more than $50,000 was raised for 
local charities. 


Moondance Jammin 
Country Fest 

WHERE: Walker, Minn. 

WHEN: June 19-20 
WEB: jammincoun try. com 
WALLET: $155-$375 
WHO: Florida Georgia Line, Chris 
Young, Thomas Rhett, Old Domin- 
ion, Clare Dunn and others 
WHAT’S UP: For those who want 
to get the good times off to an 
early start, check out the pre-Jam 
party the night before. Details on 
the website. 
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Shaky Boots 
Music Festival 

WHERE: Kennesaw, Ga. 

WHEN: May 16-17 
WEB: shakyboots.com 
WALLET: $95-$599 

WHO: Dierks Bentley, BLAKE SHELTON, Brad 
Paisley, Rascal Flatts, Dwight Yoakam, Old 
Crow Medicine Show, Justin Moore, The Band 
Perry, Kip Moore, Joe Nichols, Jason Isbell, Eli 
Young Band and others 
WHAT’S UP: The inaugural Shaky Boots 
Festival— a two-day event featuring more 
than 25 marquee country music artists— 
will make its debut at the KSU Sports and 
Entertainment Park in Kennesaw, Ga. 





iMUSIC 

FESTIVAL 


WHERE: Nashville 


WHEN: June 11-15 
WEB: cmaworld.com/ 
cma -m usic- fes tival 
WALLET: $175-$385 
WHO: Zac Brown 
Band, Lady 
Antebellum, Little 
^ Big Town, JASON 
ALDEAN, Darius 
Rucker, Cole Swindell, 
Dierks Bentley, Eric 
Church, Luke Bryan, 
Sam Hunt and others 
WHAT’S UP: For an 
immersive country 
music experience like 
no other, downtown 
Nashville is the place 
to be in June. 


CMA Music 
Festival 


SUMMER FESTIVALS CONTINl 


Windy City 
LakeShake 

WHERE: Chicago 
WHEN: June 19-21 
WEB: lakeshakefestival.com 


Country 

Fest2015 

WHERE: 

Cadott, Wis. 
WHEN: June 



WALLET: $199.50-$599.50 
WHO: Dierks Bentley, Brad Pais- 
ley, Florida Georgia Line, Justin, 
Moore, Easton 
Corbin, 
Frankie Bal- 
lard, Cas- 
sadee Pope, 
Joe Nichols 
and others 
WHAT’S UP: It’s the city’s first 
major country music festival, set 
against the backdrop of the great 
Chicago skyline. 


25-28 

WEB: countryfest.com 
WALLET: $82.50-$500 
WHO: Keith Urban, Toby Keith, 
Tim McGraw, Rascal Flatts, Billy 
Currington, Brett Eldredge, Lee 
Brice, The Swon Brothers, Rae- 
Lynn, Chase Rice 
WHAT’S UP: Wisconsin country 
fans have numerous festival op- 
tions in the month of June, and 
this one combines superstar 
acts with local favorites playing 
on side stages. 
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Country USA Oshkosh 

WHERE: Oshkosh, Wis. 

WHEN: June 23-27 
WEB: countryusaoshkosh.com 
WALLET: $59-$420 
WHO: Miranda Lambert, Eric 
Church, Tim McGraw, Lee Brice, 
Thompson Square, Dustin Lynch, 
Brothers Osborne, Tyler Farr, Craig 
Campbell, Neal McCoy and others 
WHAT’S UP: Organizers aren’t 
messing about for this festival’s 
20th anniversary, bringing out 
the big guns for five full days of 
nonstop entertainment. 


SummerFest 

WHERE: Milwaukee 

WHEN: June 24-28, June 30-July 5 

WEB: summerfest.com 


Summerfest 


WALLET: $12-$45 
WHO: Luke 
Bryan, Florida 
Georgia Line, 

Brad Paisley, 

Darius Rucker, 

Zac Brown Band, Keith Urban, Kip 
Moore, Cole Swindell, Thompson 
Square, Scotty McCreery, Black- 
berry Smoke and others 
WHAT’S UP: The Guinness-certi- 
fied World’s Largest Music Fes- 
tival spans 11 days, incorporates 
more than 800 acts and features 
attendees from 40-plus countries. 


Kicker 
Country 
Stampede 

WHERE: 

Manhattan, Kan. 

WHEN: June 25-28 
WEB: countrystampede.com 
WALLET: $140-$550 
WHO: Florida Georgia Line, Blake 
Shelton, Jerrod Niemann, Travis 
Tritt, Craig Morgan, Angaleena 
Presley, LOCASH and others 
WHAT’S UP: More than 170,000 
people attended the 2014 edi- 
tion of this festival, held at Tuttle 
Creek State Park, within a day’s 
driving distance of Topeka, Wich- 
ita and Kansas City. 
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Dauphin’s Country Fest 

WHERE: Dauphin, Manitoba, 
Canada 

WHEN: June 25-28 
WEB: countryfest.ca 
WALLET: $79-$569 
WHO: Miranda Lannbert, Jake 
Owen, Brantley Gilbert, Tyler Farr 
and others 

WHAT’S UP: Besides outstand- 
ing music, the festival offers 
contests and activities with cool 
prizes for winners. 



Thunder on the Mountain 

WHERE: Mulberry Mountain in 
Ozark, Ark. 

WHEN: June 26-28 

WEB: thunderonthemountain.com 

WALLET: $79-$605 

WHO: Carrie Underwood, The 

Band Perry, Zac Brown Band, 


Sara Evans, Eli Young Band, 
Stoney LaRue and others 
WHAT’S UP: The festival, now in 
its second year, is situated on 650 
acres of rolling hills and beautiful 
national forest. 

Big Barrel 
Country 
Music 
Festival 
WHERE: 

The Wood- cdiih 
lands of 
Dover International Speedway, 
Dover, Del. 

WHEN: June 26-28 
WEB: bigbarrel.com 
WALLET: $99-$499 
WHO: Blake Shelton, Carrie Un- 
derwood, Merle Haggard, Miran- 
da Lambert, Loretta Lynn, Stur- 
gill Simpson, Kacey Musgraves, 
Gary Allan, Chris Stapleton, Jake 
Owen and others 
WHAT’S UP: You’ll be jamming 
and dancing at the Dover Inter- 
national Speedway, a regular stop 
on the NASCAR circuit. 


Calgary Stampede 

WHERE: Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
WHEN: July 3-12 
WEB: caigarystampede.com 
WALLET: $49.50-$250 
(concerts only) 

WHO: Miranda Lambert, Blake 
Shelton, Jason Aldean, Blackjack 
Billy, Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band, Charlie 
Major and others 
WHAT’S UP: This 
is a full-fledged 
rodeo and concert 
event, much like Houston Rodeo 
or NFR in the stages, with all 
of the cowbells and whistles, 
held at the namesake Stampede 
Park. 

Country Life Illinois 

WHERE: Chillicothe, III. 

WHEN: July 17-19 
WEB: coun tryiifem usic f estiva i. com 
WALLET: $54-$339 
WHO: Lynyrd Skynyrd, Keith Ur- 
ban, Toby Keith, Travis Tritt, Joe 
Nichols, Sawyer Brown, Craig 
Wayne Boyd, Charlie Worsham, 
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SUMMER FESTIVALS CONTINUED 


Joe Diffie, RaeLynn and others 
WHAT’S UP: This three-day 
music and camping festival at 
Three Sisters Park has a sister 
event that takes place in Punta 
Gorda, Fla. 


Jamboree in the Hills 

iUBsm 




WHERE: Morristown, Ohio 
WHEN: July 16-19 
WEB: Jamboreeinthehills.com 
WALLET: $60-$220 
WHO: Toby Keith, Dierks Bent- 
ley, Neal McCoy, Lynyrd Sky- 
nyrd, Justin Moore, Frankie Bal- 
lard, Lee Brice, Thomas Rhett 
and others 

WHAT’S UP: This long-running 
country festival is nestled near 
Wheeling, W.Va., and Pittsburgh 


and includes the free-for-all Red- 
neck Run to grab the best seats, 
so bring your sneakers. 

Faster Horses 

WHERE: Brooklyn, Mich. 

WHEN: July 17-19 
WEB: fasterhorsesfestivai.com 
WALLET: $184-$785 
WHO: Brad Paisley, Carrie 
Underwood, Florida Georgia 
Line, Dustin Lynch, Justin Moore, 
Lee Brice, Mark Chesnutt, The 
Cadillac Three, Thomas Rhett 
and others 

WHAT’S UP: An outdoor camp- 
ing extravaganza featuring the 
best in live country music, the 
$785 package is worth it for the 
open bar and restrooms. 

Country Jam Wisconsin 

WHERE: Eau Claire, Wis. 

WHEN: July 23-25 
WEB: coun try] am wi. com 


WALLET: $100-$1,500 
WHO: Lady Antebellum, Hunter 
Hayes, Sam Hunt, Granger Smith, 
Blake Shelton, LOCASH, Eric 
Church, Gary Allan, Jerrod 
Niemann and others 
WHAT’S UP: Last year. Country 
Jam’s 25th anniversary was cel- 
ebrated. They’re celebrating the 
26th with an even bigger lineup 
of stars. 

Country 
Thunder 
Wisconsin 
WHERE: Twin 
Lakes, Wis. 
WHEN: July 
23-26 

WEB: countrythunder.com 
WALLET: $190 

WHO: Dierks Bentley, Blake Shel- 
ton, Luke Bryan, Jerrod Niemann, 
Tyler Farr, Jon Pardi, The Swon 
Brothers and others 
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WHAT’S UP: If you couldn’t nnake 
the earlier Country Thunder, you 
have another chance to experi- 
ence the fun and nnagic in this 
beautiful setting. 


Oregiw 

JAMSiliL 


Oregon 
Jamboree 

WHERE: 

Sweet 
Honne, Ore. 

WHEN: July 31-Aug. 2 
WEB: oregonJamboree.com 
WALLET: $140 


WHO: Keith Urban, Dierks Bent- 
ley, Thonnas Rhett, Lee Brice, Big 
& Rich, Sann Hunt, Hunter Hayes, 
Aaron Tippin and others 
WHAT’S UP: The 21-year-old Jam- 
boree is an outdoor enthusiast’s 
paradise, with camping available 
for attendees and fishing, hunting, 
rock climbing and more within 
reach. That is, if you can pull your- 
self away from the music. 


WEFest 

WHERE: Detroit Lakes, Minn. 
WHEN: Aug. 6-8 
WEB: wefest.com 
WALLET: $129 

WHO: Blake Shelton, Miranda 
Lambert, Rascal Flatts, Dierks 
Bentley, Hank Williams Jr., Jake 
Owen, Eli Young Band, Tyler Farr, 
Eric Paslay, Colt Ford, Randy 
Rogers Band and others 
WHAT’S UP: Head to Detroit 
Lakes in the Land of Ten Thou- 
sand Lakes (get directions) for 
this 30-year-old gathering, possi- 
bly country music’s northernmost 
festival in the United States. 


Boots and 

Hearts 

WHERE: 



Oro-Medonte, Ontario, Canada 

WHEN: Aug. 6-9 

WEB: bootsandhearts.com 

WALLET: $199-$599 

WHO: Brad Paisley, Eric Church, 

Florida Georgia Line, Little Big 

Town, Dallas Smith, Justin Moore, 



Pepsi Gulf 
Coast Jam 

WHERE: Panama 
City Beach, Fla. 
WHEN: Sept. 4-6 
WEB: gulfcoast 
Jam.com 

WALLET: $119-$999 
WHO: Keith Urban, 
MIRANDA LAM- 
BERT, Lady Antebel- 
lum, Hunter Hayes, 
Sam Hunt and others 
WHAT’S UP: The 
Jam might be your 
last chance to party 
for the summer, as 
it takes place Labor 
Day weekend. 


GULF dl^ST JAM 

- GoqntM - 


Frankie Ballard, David Nail, Maddie 
& Tae, Canaan Smith and others 
WHAT’S UP: Billed as the largest 
country festival in Canada, Boots 
and Hearts combines established 
superstars with exciting new tal- 
ents and regional favorites. 



Delaware Junction 

WHERE: Harrington, Del. 

WHEN: Aug. 14-16 

WEB: delawareJunctionfestival.com 

WALLET: $199-$799 

WHO: Toby Keith, Jason Aldean, 

Cole Swindell, Florida Georgia 

Line, Frankie Ballard, Thomas 

Rhett, Tyler Farr, Kristian Bush, 


The Cadillac Three and others 
WHAT’S UP: It may be one of 
the smallest states in the Union, 
but Delaware packs some big- 
time country star power with this 
festival lineup. 

Willamette Country 
Music Festival 

WHERE: Brownsville, Ore. 

WHEN: Aug. 14-16 

WEB: wiiiamettecountrymusic 

festivai.com 

WALLET: $50-$145 

WHO: Luke Bryan, Rascal Flatts, 

Scotty McCreery, Chris Young, 

The Band Perry, Dustin Lynch, 

Tracy Lawrence, Pam Tillis and 

others 

WHAT’S UP: Nestled between 
Eugene and Salem, Brownsville, 
Ore., also served as the setting 
for the fictional town in the film 
Stand by Me. C\N 
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Flatts made their 
Las^egas entrance in styie: 
^ riding to the Hard Rock 
in NASCAR race cars and 
>acked by a marching band. 


Rafcal Elatts 

« * takes on Las 
Ve^S’§nd lives 
to tell about it. 

STORY BY MELINDA NEWNKN 


RASCAL FLATTS RECENTLY completed 
a nine- date residency at The Joint at the Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, but the 
trio hopes the run served as the initial court- 
ship leading up to a committed relationship. 

“We’d certainly love to be out here more 
and they’re very interested in having us,” said 
bassist Jay DeMarcus, sitting in the balcony 
of the 45200-capacity theater hours before the 
band’s first sho^v on Feb. 25. “We just need to 
date each other for a v^hile before v^e get mar- 
ried. That’s v^hat v^e’re out here doing.” 

Las Vegas greeted the band with open 
arms, v^elcoming them shortly before their 
opening-night concert with a serenade from 
the 40 -piece Foothill High School marching 
band, which played “Fast Cars and Freedom” 
and “Life Is a Highway” as the three members 
made a grand entrance in NASCAR race cars. 

“We’re thrilled to death to be the first coun- 
try residency at The Joint,” said lead singer 
Gary LeVox. “I think it will open the doors for 
some other country acts to come in and take 
up residency, a great thing for our format and 
our genre of music.” Though several country 
solo artists, including Garth Brooks, Shania 
Twain, and Tim McGraw and Faith Hill, have 
enjoyed residencies in Las Vegas, Rascal 
Flatts was the first country group to do so. 

“It was perfect timing,” said guitarist Joe 
Don Rooney. “We had this time off and our 
managers called us at the end of last summer 
and said, Ts this something you think you 
want to do?’ We were like, ‘That’s perfect!’ It’s 
nice to leave everything set up. We have the 
hotel rooms for three weeks.” 

During the run, which ended March 14, 
the band embraced Sin City: Gary and Rascal 
Flatts’ opening act. The Voice champ Craig 
Wayne Boyd, served as celebrity shavers at 
the Hard Rock’s St. Baldrick’s Foundation’s 
cancer charity fundraiser on March 7, and 
Rascal Flatts sang the national anthem at the 
Kobalt 400 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race at 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway on March 8. 

The Las Vegas stint gave the band the 
chance to break in two new band members— 
“We just thought it was time to bring some- 
thing different to the table,” Gary said— as 
well as reimagine some of their big hits in a 
new light. 

The highlight of the shows came when 
the trio, surrounded by their band, formed a 
semicircle to perform “Mayberry,” “I’m Movin’ 
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RASCAL FLATTS CONTINUED 
On” and “Prayin’ for Daylight” in 
stripped-down, largely acoustic 
arrangements, with “Prayin’” recast 
as a bluegrass tune. “The concept 
was to bring a little bit of Nashville 
to Vegas,” Jay said. “[The residency] 
gave us the freedom to be creative 
with our music and present some 
songs in different ways.” 

The concert packed in 20 hits in 
less than 90 minutes. “You want to 
hit them with the ones they want to 
hear,” Joe Don said. “There’s always 
a couple extra that might get thrown 
in or thrown out, but, hopefully at 
the end of the day, [the fans] are 
happy with what they heard and the 
way it was presented.” 

The only downside? For Gary— or 
any vocalist— arid Las Vegas “is 
the worst place on the planet for a 
singer to be,” he said. “You just pray. 
You just try to stay hydrated. Try to 
sleep as much as you can, and less 
talking as you can.” 

The Las Vegas dates coincided 


with Rascal Flatts celebrating the 
15th anniversary of debut single 
“Prayin’ for Daylight.” Since then, 
the band has sold nearly 23 million 
albums and scored 15 No. 1 hits. But 
there’s a lingering misperception 
that Jay said the band sometimes 
still faces. “If people knew us really 
well, they would know how pas- 
sionate we are about country music 
and what a deep love we have for 
it,” he said. “When we hrst came 
out, we had trendy clothes, I think 
I had some earrings when we hrst 
came out, but we were automatically 
derided as guys who ride the train 
of country music to be successful 
because we couldn’t do it in pop 
music. We were easily dismissed that 
way, but the thing about it is we did 
country music because we’re country 
music lovers. It’s in our DNA.” 

And with 15 years of proving that 
they’re country strong, Gary says 
he’s looking forward to the next 15. 
“Who knows what God has in store 
for us? We love going to Europe, 


we love the States, but hrst and 
foremost, the next 15 years hopefully 
we’re writing and recording the best 
stuff we’ve ever done and [continu- 
ing] on the journey of touching 
people’s lives through music and 
telling their stories through song.” 

Rascal Flatts hits the road again 
in late May on Riot Tour 2015, with 
opening act Scotty McCreery, but 
before then, the band will compete 
for vocal group of the year at the 
50 th annual Academy of Country 
Music Awards in Arlington, Texas, 
on April 19. Rascal Flatts has won 
the award six times before, most 
recently in 2009. “We’re so humbled 
to be back in the category,” said Jay. 
“I think sometimes you can take 
certain things for granted in your 
career and we had gotten used to 
being nominated, and then all of 
a sudden it was gone. We have a 
greater appreciation for being back 
in [the category] and we feel even 
more grateful for it this time than 
maybe in some previous years.” CW 
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ON TOUR 1 


JASON 

ALDEAN 

BURNIN’ IT 


DOWN TOUR 

Opening Acts: Cole 
Swindell & Tyler Farr 


April 9 
Wichita, Kan. 

INTRUST Bank Arena 

Aprif 10 
Tulsa, Okla. 

BOK Center 

April 11 

Little Rock, Ark. 

Verizon Arena 

April 22-23 
Bozeman, Mont. 

Brick Breeden 
Fieldhouse 

April 24 
Spokane, Wash. 

Spokane Arena 

April 25 
Eugene, Ore. 

Matthew Knight Arena 


May 2 

San Francisco 

Levi’s Stadium 

May 7 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Van Andel Arena 

May 8 

Louisville, Ky. 

KFC Yum! Center 

May 9 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum 

May 14 

Corpus Christi, Texas 

American Bank Center 

May 15 

Beaumont, Texas 

Ford Arena 


May 16 

Arlington, Texas 

AT&T Stadium 

May 28 

Charleston, W.Va. 

Charleston Civic 
Center Coliseum 

May 29 

Hartford, Conn. 

Xfinity Theatre 

May 30 
Hershey, Pa. 

Hersheypark Stadium 

June 20 
Green Bay, Wis. 

Lambeau Field 

June 27 
Seattle 

CenturyLink Field 
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A cancer-free 
I » Wade Hayes - 

makes e^ery “ 
^ ^ mStriferif count.l^ 


STORY BY DEBORAH EVANS PRICE 



T he best country songs come from 
real-life experiences, and few have 
a more compelling back story than 
the title track of Wade Hayes’ new 
album, Go Live Your Life. 

“It’s actually a true story,” Wade 
says. “When I’d gotten through cancer the sec- 
ond time, and we were looking at my blood 
work, my oncologist was talking about taking 
my port out. A port is something they implant 
into either your chest or under your arm where 
you receive chemotherapy. My oncologist said, 
‘Wade, you were stage IV and now you’re cancer- 
free. We can take your port out. This is a big deal 
and I want to tell you something. I want you 
to go live your life.’” Wade took those words to 
heart and threw himself back into his passions— 
working on old trucks, playing with his dog. 
Jack, and of course, making country music. 

Seated in a downtown Nashville restaurant, 
wearing jeans and a casual gray shirt, Wade 
looks healthy and fit. Tall and broad-shouldered, 
he’s packed some weight back on his 6-foot-2 
frame. It’s hard to imagine that at one point he 
had only a 12 percent chance of surviving. 

Wade was first diagnosed with stage IV colon 
cancer in October 2011, and after surgery and 
chemotherapy, it looked like he had beat it. Then 
came the devastating news in fall 2012 that it was 
back. “It came back in my lymph nodes, near the 
original cancer site,” he says. “I had to take chemo 
for several months prior to surgery, and then they 
did surgery again, opened me up nearly in the ex- 
act same spot, and got all the lymph nodes out that 
were affected. I’ve been cancer-free since.” 

Wade will never forget when the oncologist 
pronounced him cancer-free the second time. 
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"Go Live 
Your Life” 

It’s a chilly afternoon in Lebanon, Tenn., a little 
east of Nashville, and Wade’s dog. Jack, is happily 
sitting alongside his owner in the front seat of 
Wade’s 1973 Ford truck as he shoots a video for 
his new single, “Go Live Your Life.” Suddenly a 
drone dips down from the sky and hovers near 
the windshield. Jack goes nuts. He doesn’t mind 


use one to film his video. “It was incredible. It was 
the most fascinating machine I’ve seen in years. I 
loved it. But Jack, my dog, about lost his mind.” 

The drone hovers above the truck filming 
while Wade drives through the countryside. 

“One of the things the song is about is finding 
the things in life that make you happy, taking 
time for them, reaching for those things, and just 
not taking them for granted,” Wade explains. 
“One of the few things in this life that actually 
does make me happy is riding around out in the 
country in that old truck. So that was a big part 
of the video for my personal satisfaction.” 



starring in a country music video, but the drone is 
a bit too much for the energetic pet. 

“I’d never seen a drone in person,” Wade says, 
crediting director Korby Lenker with the idea to 


Cutting-edge 
drone camera 
technology 
helped Wade and 
director Korby 
Lenker make the 
video for “Go 
Live Your Life,” 
but Wade’s dog, 
Jack, was not a 
fan of the flying 
contraption while 
they were filming 
in the truck. 






mis 


When he’s not 
showing off his 
guitar licks on the 
stage, Wade spends 
much of his time 
speaking at events 
for cancer-related 
causes, like the 
Undy 5000 race. 



WADE HAYES CONTINUED 
‘Tt hit me like a ton of bricks,” he 
says, “because I knew that he meant 
two different things: One being, it’s 
kind of a miracle that you’re still 
here. You need to go enjoy your life. 
And two being, you had cancer re- 
ally bad, and when it spread as far 
as it did, there’s a good chance that 
it can come back. He was telling me 
to go live my life, because we don’t 
know how long this good is going 
to be. I told Bobby Pinson that story 
and we wrote the song.” 

“Go Live Your Life” anchors an 
album that mixes up-tempo tunes 
such as “Remember the Alimony” 
and poignant ballads like “If the 
Sun Comes Up.” After everything 
Wade has been through, no one 
could blame the Oklahoma native for 
crafting a heavy collection of songs 


on the fragility of life, but that’s not 
what he delivers. The new album— 
his first since 2009’s Place to Turn 
Around— is the perfect balance of 
meaty, personal songs and playful, 
upbeat numbers. “Some of my favor- 
ite songs on this new project are just 
made-up stuff that’s fun to play, fun 
stories,” he says. “It’s fun musically. 
Every song has its place. Not every 
song’s going to be ‘Bridge Over 
Troubled Water.’ We need an ‘Achy 
Breaky’ in there somewhere.” 

Wade is also touring again, fre- 
quently teaming up for shows with 
Bryan White and Mark Wills. “I’m 
enjoying it more now than I ever 
have,” he says of performing. “I do 
feel a lot more comfortable and I 
think the whole deal with getting 
sick has changed me immensely. It’s 
as if I’m looking through different 


eyeballs now. I notice things like the 
night sky, the stars. I’m fascinated 
with them now. Every night that it’s 
clear, I go out and look.” 

When asked why he survived in 
the face of incredible odds, Wade 
turns spiritual. “I know why I’m 
still here. Not to take anything from 
the medical people because they’re 
brilliant, but God has made it clear 
to me that He’s the reason I’m still 
here,” he says. “I know that I still 
have something to do here and I’m 
trying my best. I’ve been spared to, 
hopefully, help somebody else who’s 
been diagnosed, or help somebody 
not go through this in the first 
place, to get them screened early 
enough. I feel like that’s the reason. 
It’s not because [I’m] a good person, 
because I’m not. I’m a regular guy. 
I’m just like everyone eIse.”CW 
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ALBUMS 


DABIUS RUCKER 

Southern Style 

CAPITOL NASHVILLE 

GRADE: B+ 

Happy. No, not the megahit from 
recognizably hatted Pharrell Wil- 
liams. It’s the unspoken theme of 
Darius Rucker’s newest album, 
Southern Style. 

Like the debut single, “Home- 
grown Honey,” the vast majority 
of the album, 12 out of 13 songs, 
is happy, positive and mid-to-up- 
tempo. And there’s nothing not to 
like about that. Darius, his longtime 
friend and producer Frank Rog- 



ers and his fellow songwriters have 
created a listenable project that is so 
full of love, fun and sweet memories, 
you can practically see the smile on 
Darius’ lips as he sings tunes like the 
rolling “Low Country” or the snappy 
“You, Me and My Guitar.” With this. 


his fourth country album, Darius and 
his team have most definitely solidi- 
fied his sound with expertly layered, 
but not overdone, musical arrange- 
ments that add some dimension to 
his already warmly textured vocals. 

Although heavy on chugga-chugga 
shuffle beats. Southern Style builds 
nicely to “You Can Have Charleston,” 
the sole, beautifully written heart- 
breaker on the project. But it might 
be the presumed autobiographical 
final track, “So I Sang,” that tugs the 
heartstrings the most and reminds us 
why he has become such a respected 
solo artist in country music. 

- TAMMY RAGUSA 


AT A GLANCE: Hootie who? 
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KRISTIAN BUSH 

Southern Gravity 

STREAMSOUND RECORDS 

GRADE: B+ 

Kristian steps out of the Sugarland shad- 
ow and crafts a highly personal, groove- 
oriented effort that one could rightly call 
the “feel-good” album of the year. Which 
might lead you to believe that it’s some 
airy bit of nonsense with no more sub- 
stance than cotton candy. But not so. The 
lyrics throughout have a highly descrip- 
tive, reflective quality, in particular the sweetly romantic “Sending You a Sunset” 
and the soothing closer, “House on a Beach.” Kristian taps into his love of all things 
musical, with his reggae influences shining through on the hit “Trailer Hitch,” a 
nice piece of philosophy about giving back. The title track is yet another ode to the 
South, but this comes with less pandering and more wistfully stated feeling, a luxu- 
rious outing that makes you feel like a character in a Eudora Welty novel. The Tom 
Petty-ish “Make Another Memory,” which kicks off the album, stands as a likely 
future single candidate. In all, only “Light Me Up” and “Waiting On an Angel” (the 
title tells you all you need to know) miss the mark. But overall, you’ll be drawn to 
the good and positive vibes, delivered with Kristian’s laid-back but soulful style, 
unbelievably catchy melodies and warm sentiments. — BOB PAXM AN 



AT A GLANCE: Let Southern Gravity pull you in. 


RANDY ROGERS 
& WADE BOWEN 

Hold My Beer, VoL 1 

LILBUDDY TOONS 

GRADE: A 

Randy Rogers and Wade Bowen have 
been chewing up the same Texas caliche 
since the early 2000s, so it seems only 
natural the BFFs trade licks on their new 
duet album. Hold My Beer, VoL 1, which 
drops on April 20. The album, produced 
by Lloyd Maines (Dixie Chicks, Robert 
Earl Keen), is a studio extension of their Hold My Beer and Watch This Tour, 
a fun-loving, scaled-back jaunt the boys have been partaking in for the last 
eight years. Basically, Randy and Wade were bros before bro-country neutered 
country radio, and their new album is the perfect microcosm of everything that’s 
good about friends collaborating, from the cover of Willie and Merle’s “Reasons 
to Quit” to the happy-go-lucky “Lady Bug” and honky-tonker “Good Luck With 
That,” which are two of the seven originals on the record. The 10-song offering 
is a Texas-sized foot-stomper— full of fiddle and steel, frivolity and standards 
(pun intended regarding track six, “I’ve Got Standards”)— from two guys who 
give a good name to bro-mance. — JIM CASEY 


AT A GLANCE: We’re ready for Vol. 2. 
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A LITTLE CHANGE CAN be a 

good thing, particularly when it 
comes to recording music. Singer/ 
songwriter William Elliott Whit- 
more was certainly open to the 
idea with his new album, Radium 
Deaths which offers a few electri- 
fied, full-band arrangements in ad- 
dition to the stark, acoustic banjo 
or guitar folk songs that have long 
been his stock and trade. 

“We always say, this record’ll 
be around long after I’m dead, 
so do what’s best for the music,” 
says William, who recorded Ra- 
dium Death with his cousin Luke 
Tweedy. “It’s easy to stick to con- 
ventions and think, well, gosh. 

I’ve never done organ, [but] you 
have to be open to new things.” 

But William, who still lives on 
the farm in Iowa where he grew 
up, retains the voice that helped 
launch his career, a weathered 
instrument that sounds as old as 
time itself. Not content to be mere- 
ly a nostalgia act singing Lead Bel- 
ly tunes, however, William injects 
his songs like “Civilizations” and 


“Healing to Do” with a punkish 
intensity that stands out from his 
quieter peers. 

“I always felt like punk and 
blues and country, it’s based in the 
same sort of attitude,” explains 
William, who grew up with his 
family’s country music before fall- 
ing in with the DIY punk scene in 
Iowa City. “That’s not a new real- 
ization. It’s different sides of the 
same coin— using a few chords to 
put forth an idea.” 

William originally cut his teeth 
playing basements and house par- 
ties with punk bands, sticking out 
like a sore thumb with just his 
banjo and guitar. “I kind of came 
in through the side door of the 
music scene playing my banjo,” 
he says, laughing. “I’d play these 
folk/country songs opening up 
for these hardcore bands that 
are just screaming, carrying on, 
so to stand out I had to get my 
presence known and it meant 
singing louder.” 

There’s a nuanced sense of punk 
rock’s politics in songs like “Ain’t 


Gone Yet” and “Civilizations,” 
where hardworking folks are just 
pawns caught in a global quest for 
destruction, where mountaintops 
and forests are just obstacles to 
get the goodies underneath. “I like 
the idea that empires rise, empires 
fall, and really just regular people 
are just trying to survive,” he ex- 
plains, “and we’re just trying to 
figure out what’s for supper.” 

And though Radium Death does 
have many quieter moments, like 
“Can’t Go Back,” William’s songs 
have a knife-like edge that speaks 
to his punk background, an educa- 
tion that continues to inform the 
way he looks at his music today. 

“Those punk rock ethics, I still 
carry with me: be courteous, just 
do your job and don’t have a big 
ego,” he says. “It’s like working on 
the farm. Don’t expect a pat on the 
back because you scooped out the 
horse stall. It’s your job, just do it.” 

Plugged into an amp or not, 
that’s a solid guiding principle for 
any musician. 

- JON FREEMAN 
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Presented in a faceted, 
genuine crystal 
vase bearing Lena's 
delicate vision of a 
hummingbird garden 


frighten 
Every Day 
with Beauty that is 
Always in Bloom® 


A stunning 
Always in Bloom^ 
floral arrangement 
from The 

Bradford Exchange 




rmsure^s 


Seemingly alive with the vivid color and soft, delicate texture of just- 
picked flowers, am Always In Bloom® arrangements will remain 
vibrant year after year. Complemented hy the dreamlike garden 
vision of Lena liu, this lirst-of-a-kind bouquet overflows with silken 
irises, roses, lilies and other lifelike flowers. 

Each blossom in the Lena’s “Delicate Treasures” Crystal 
Centerpiece is hand-crafted and artfully arranged, with decorative 
greenery and sprigs of pearl-like berries adding a natural contrast. 
The faceted crystal vase is graced by Lena’s hummingbird and floral 
imagery. Concealed within the vase, long-lasting LED lights add extra 
luminosity to the art and the crystal. 

Exceptional value; satisfaction guaranteed 
Act now to obtain this heirloom-quality treasure at the $99.99* 
issue price, payable in three installments of $33.33 each, the first 
payment due before shipment. Send no money now. Just return the 
Reservation Application today! 

01-1 8289-001 -Bi www.bradfordexchange.coni/18289 


RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 


BIlAJUFOKn'KXCIttAlVOli: 


9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the Lena’s “Delicate Treasures” 

Crystal Centerpiece for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 


Signature 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 


City 

State Zip 

01-1 8289-001 -E081 01 

*Plus $14.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 150 firing days. Please allow 
4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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Country Weekly readers rub elbows with their favorite stars 


+ Shay with 
Andrea Hardy of 
Atwater, Calif. 
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WANT YOUR PAN PHOTO PUBLISHED IN COUNTRY WEEKLY? R 1 


Send photos to Stars Up Close, Country Weekly, 506 2nd Avenue South, Suite 200, Nashville, TN 37210, or submit online 
(A70 duplicate submissions, please) at CountryWeekly.com/fanphotos. Be sure to include the name, hometown and state 
of each person pictured. Publication is not guaranteed; photos cannot be returned. 
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A striking montage of 
The Original Series crew 
commands attention on 
the clock body 

• 

Hand-crafted, wooden 
cuckoo clock face is 
protected by glass and 
adorned by the Star Trek 
and U.S.S. Enterprise 
logos 




This clock is 
set to stun 

Now you can join the 
original crew of the 
Starship Enterprise 
every hour of the 
day with the Star 
Trek Cuckoo dock, a 
Bradford Exchange 
design exclusive. 

With Captain Kirk in 
charge, you can beam aboard the 
U.S.S. Enterprise to find Mr. Spook, 

Dr. McCoy, Cmdr. Scott, Mr. Sulu, 

Lt. Uhura and Ensign Checkov 
appearing in vivid images on the front 
of the clock! Every hour brings a new 
adventure as the Enterprise does a 
fly-by to the tune of The Original Series ^ 

theme song! ^ 

The pendulum is designed to . 

look like the U.S.S. Enterprise ' 

saucer while the weights 
resemble the nacelles 

Officially Licensed by _ 

CBS Studios Inc. ^ 

www.bradfordexchange.com/trekclock 

TM & ©2014 CBS Studios Inc. STAR TREK and related marks and logos are 
trademarks of CBS Studios Inc. All rights reserved. 


Shown much smaller than 
actual size of 2114 inches taii, 
inciuding hanging penduium 
and weights. 

Requires two “D” batteries 
and one “AA” battery, 
not included. 


At the top of every hour, the U.S.S. Enterprise rotates 
through “space” at the top of the clock accompanied 
by the authentic theme music of the teievision show 

Hand-painted finish and 
detailing are inspired 
by the futuristic 
design of the 
U.S.S. Enterprise 
• 

Each edition is 
hand-numbered and 
comes complete 
with a Certificate of 
Authenticity 

Don *t miss the boat! 

This out-of-this-world timepiece is custom crafted 
in an edition limited to just 5,000 worldwide and 
strong demand is expected. Act now to acquire 
your officially licensed clock at issue price, 
payable in five convenient monthly installments of 
only $39.99, for a total of $199.95*. Your purchase 
is risk-free, backed by our unconditional 365-day 
money-back guarantee. Send no money now. Just 
mail the Reservation Application today, or you 
could miss out! ©2014 bge 01-18030-001-B1 


RESERVATION APPLICATION 


SEND NO MONEY NOW 


RR^i»F'ORi> 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 6071 4-1 393 
YES. Please reserve the Star Trek™ Cuckoo Clock for me as 
described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 


Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 


State 


E-mail (optional) 


01-1 8030-001 -E081 91 

*Plus $23.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 5,000 issues. Please allow 
4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 


Own the First-ever 


bound 


and animation! 





[FLASHBACK] 




They called themselves “The Outlaws,” 
a determined group of artists— WILLIE 
NELSON, WAYLON JENNINGS, JESSI 
COLTER and TOMPALL GLASER-who 

rebelled against the Nashville way of 
making music. The maverick band wanted 
control over their own music, which 
songs they could perform and who would 
produce them. Their album Wanted! 

The Outlaws, released in February 1976, 
became their statement, with songs like 
“Good Hearted Woman” and “My Heroes 
Have Always Been Cowboys.” By the end 
of February, it sat on top of the country 
albums chart. On March 30, 1976, the al- 
bum earned a gold certification for sales 
of 500,000 copies, and it went on to 
become the first country album to receive 
platinum certification for 1 million copies. 


Songwriter Dean Dillon may not 
have cared for his own composi- 
tion, but GEORGE STRAIT latched 
onto “Ocean Front Property” and 
turned it into a No. 1 hit. Dean 
has often expressed the fact that 
he never liked the song, which 
he wrote with Hank Cochran 
and Royce Porter, because of its 
novelty angle. “It’s just not the 
kind of song I like to write,” Dean 
told Country Weekly. “I just don’t 
write funny songs. I don’t consider 
myself that kind of writer where 
you have to use humor.” But he 
was surely smiling after seeing the 
results. George released the song 
in January 1987, and on April 4, 
“Ocean Front Property” became 
his 10th career No. 1 hit. 



To read more on Jim Ed Brown, ^o to CountryWeekly.com/magazine/vault 


MIRANDA LAMBERT was the shin- 
ing star of the evening at the 46th 
Annual Academy of Country Music 
Awards show, held April 3, 2011, at 
the MGM Grand Garden Arena in 
Las Vegas. Miranda took home four 
honors, three of them triggered by 
her No. 1 single “The House That 
Built Me”— Single Record of the 
Year, Song of the Year and Video 
of the Year. She also triumphed as 
Female Vocalist of the Year, which 
she accepted with a tearful speech. 
“I feel so blessed and humbled,” 
Miranda said. “I thank God for giving 
me the blessing of living my dream.” 


BIRTHDAYS 





JIM ED 
BROWN 

born in Sparkman, 
Ark., has released a 
new album. In Style 
Again, after a battle 
with lung cancer. 

MARCH 30, 1984 
JUSTIN MOORE 


MARCH 30, 1990 
THOMAS RHETT 


APRIL 1, 1980 
KIP MOORE 


APRIL 1, 1986 
HILLARY SCOTT 
of Lady Antebellum 


APRIL 2, 1947 
EMMYLOU HARRIS 


APRIL 2, 1961 
BUDDY JEWELL 


APRIL 3, 1942 
BILLY JOE ROYAL 


APRIL 4, 1951 
STEVE GATLIN 
of The Gatlin Brothers 


APRIL 5, 1967 
TROY GENTRY 
of Montgomery Gentry 


APRIL 5, 1972 
PAT GREEN 

APRILS, 1981 
MIKE ELI 
of Eli Young Band 
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Proudly presenting the 


Hei^h-Ho, Hei^h-Ho, It’s Off to Sloop Wo Oo 


Miniature Poii Coilection 

by artist Cheryl Hill 




An Ashton-Drake FIRST! 


Featuring Disney 
artwork 


Beanbag bodies are fun 
to pose and cuddle 


Dolla shown smaJler 
than actual size. 

These ddls are rvot tcjys; 
they are hiie collectibles. 

©Disney. 


the Premier 
fssm 


A sneak peek at the entire enchanting collection! 


Who’s the cutest of them all? 

Happg? BashfuP Snow White? In Disney’s 1937 classic. Snow White and the Seven 
Lkmrk, the answer was clearly 5noa; White. But now, through the charming artistry 
of master miniature sculptor Cheryl Hill, her little lifelike creations are all so irresist- 
ible, even theMmjr would have a hard time choosing! 

Introducing//e4?/*-//o, Heigh-Ho, Ifs Off to Sleep We Go, an Ashton-Drake FIRST 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of this beloved film. Each doll in the collection is 
just 6 inches long, but so full of expressive detail, you can see each character's person- 
ality adorably brought to life in artisan resin. Cuddly beanbag bodies and charming 
outfits featuring Disney artwork make this collection even more enchanting! 

Such an incredible value, you don't have to choose... 

We expect strong demand for this Ashton-Drake FIRST, so don't wait to order. Each 
doll in this collection is only $39 payable in two easy installments of $19.99, so 
you can collect them all. To order, sent/ no money nmj. Just complete and mail the 
attached coupon today! 

www.ashtondrake.com/dwarfs 

©2014 The Ashtnn-Drake Galleries 9200 N Maryland Ave Niles, IL 607l4-9aij:i 91372f;-BIR Printed in the U SA 



The ASHTOX-DRAKRGAliERlBS I 

9200 North Maryland Ave., Niles, Illinois 60714“1397 ' 


I PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY | 

OYES! Please reserve Ihe Heigh-Ho, Heigh-Ho, tPs Off to 
Sleep We Go miniature doll collection for me as described in this 
announcement, beginning with ''Happy/’ 


( \ 


Name jpka&e print clearly) 

Telephone 

Address 

Apt. No. 

City 

State Zip 

E-mail Address 

913725-000102 

^Ptus a telal of $7.99 shipping and service ebunges per doLL. Please aUrm^ 2 to 4 weeks for 
shipmenufter ointler is received. All ondeiraarfi sub>ect to acceplariM. 


[CHARTS] 


ALBUMS 


f 

Sf4>Ivll'A 
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Up 622 percent 
in sales after two 
weeks out, Shania 
Twain’s live record- 
ing documenting 
her Caesars Palace 
residency moves 
up, up, up to No. 2. 




LAST I 
WEEK I 


TITLE/ARTIST 


1 

1 

MONTEVALLO 

SAM HUNT 

2 

31 

SHANIA: STILL THE ONE-LIVE FROM VEGAS 

SHANIA TWAIN 

3 

3 

OLD BOOTS, NEW DIRT 

JASON ALDEAN 

4 

4 

ANYTHING GOES 

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 

5 

5 

GREATEST HITS: DECADE #1 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD 

6 

8 

THE OUTSIDERS 

ERIC CHURCH 

7 

6 

IGNITE THE NIGHT 

CHASE RICE 

8 

2 

THE UNDERDOG 

AARON WATSON 

9 

9 

PLATINUM 

MIRANDA LAMBERT 

10 

7 

CRASH MY PARTY 

LUKE BRYAN 

11 

19 

GREATEST HITS SO FAR . . . 

ZAC BROWN BAND 

12 

13 

MAN AGAINST MACHINE 

GARTH BROOKS 

13 

18 

THE COWBOY RIDES AWAY: LIVE FROM AT&T 
STADIUM • GEORGE STRAIT 

14 

- 

STILL KING: CELEBRATING THE MUSIC OF BOB WILLS 

AND HIS TEXAS PLAYBOYS • ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL 

15 

20 

COLE SWINDELL 

COLE SWINDELL 

16 

- 

THE AVERAGE JOES DJ’S PRESENT: MUD IN 

THE CLUB, VOL 1 • VARIOUS ARTISTS 

17 

12 

PAIN KILLER 

LITTLE BIG TOWN 

18 

11 

BRINGING BACK THE SUNSHINE 

BLAKE SHELTON 

19 

16 

JUST AS 1 AM 

BRANTLEY GILBERT 

20 

10 

MONO 

THE MAVERICKS 

21 

21 

THE BIG REVIVAL 

KENNY CHESNEY 

22 

24 

1 DON’T DANCE 

LEE BRICE 

23 

14 

TERRAPLANE 

STEVE EARLE & THE DUKES 

24 

22 

SUNDOWN HEAVEN TOWN 

TIM McGRAW 

25 

23 

METAMODERN SOUNDS IN COUNTRY MUSIC 

STURGILL SIMPSON 


WEEK ENDING MARCH 21, 2015 


SINGLES 


Lucky Jason 
Aldean. The sec- 
ond single from 
his sixth studio 
album. Old Boots, 
New Dirt, is his 
13th Billboard 
chart-topper. 



THIS ] LAST I 

weekIweekI 


TITLE/ARTIST 


1 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

4 

7 

5 

6 

6 

8 

7 

2 

8 

9 

9 

11 

10 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

13 

14 

14 

15 

15 

16 

16 

17 

17 

18 

18 

20 

19 

19 

20 

22 

21 

21 

22 

24 

23 

27 

24 

25 

25 

23 

26 

35 

27 

26 

28 

28 

29 

29 

30 

32 


JUST GETTIN’ STARTED 

JASON ALDEAN 


MEAN TO ME 

BRETT ELDREDGE 


LONELY TONIGHT 

BLAKE SHELTON FEAT. ASHLEY MONROE 


AIN’T WORTH THE WHISKEY 

COLE SWINDELL 


LONELY EYES 

CHRIS YOUNG 


HOMEGROWN HONEY 

DARIUS RUCKER 


MAKE ME WANNA 

THOMAS RHETT 


DRINKING CLASS 

LEE BRICE 


HOMEGROWN 

ZAC BROWN BAND 


TAKE YOUR TIME 

SAM HUNT 


SAY YOU DO 

DIERKS BENTLEY 


RAISE ’EM UP 

KEITH URBAN FEATURING ERIC CHURCH 


A GUY WALKS INTO A BAR 

TYLER FARR 


WHAT WE AIN’T GOT 

JAKE OWEN 


SMOKE 

A THOUSAND HORSES 


LITTLE RED WAGON 

MIRANDA LAMBERT 


DON’T IT 

BILLY CURRINGTON 


WILD CHILD 

KENNY CHESNEY WITH GRACE POTTER 


SHE DON’T LOVE YOU 

ERIC PAISLEY 


DIAMOND RINGS AND OLD BARSTOOLS 

TIM McGRAW WITH CATHERINE DUNN 


BABY BE MY LOVE SONG 

EASTON CORBIN 


CRUSHIN’ IT 

BRAD PAISLEY 


LITTLE TOY GUYS 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD 


LOVE ME LIKE YOU MEAN IT 

KELSEA BALLERINI 


HARD TO BE COOL 

JOE NICHOLS 


SIPPIN’ ON FIRE 

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 


LOVE YOU LIKE THAT 

CANAAN SMITH 


LAY LOW 

JOSH TURNER 


TROUBLE 

GLORIANA 


YOUNG & CRAZY 

FRANKIE BALLARD 


© 2015, BILLBOARD/e5 GLOBAL MEDIA/NIELSEN ENTERTAINMENT 



Randy Houser’s video for 
“Like a Cowboy,’’ shot on 
location in Tucson, Ariz., 
moseys on up to No. 9. 


CMT VIDEOS 


TITLE/ARTIST || 

1 

2 

LONELY TONIGHT • BLAKE SHEL- 
TON FEAT. ASHLEY MONROE 

2 

3 

MAKE ME WANNA 

THOMAS RHETT 

3 

4 

JUST GETTIN’ STARTED 

JASON ALDEAN 

4 

5 

MEAN TO ME 

BRETT ELDREDGE 

5 

7 

LONELY EYES 

CHRIS YOUNG 

6 

6 

HOMEGROWN HONEY 

DARIUS RUCKER 

7 

1 

SUN DAZE 

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 

8 

9 

DRINKING CLASS 

LEE BRICE 

9 

11 

LIKE A COWBOY 

RANDY HOUSER 

10 

10 

FREESTYLE (from cmt’s ultimate 
KICKOFF PARTY) LADY ANTEBELLUM 


SOURCE: CMT 



entering the Top 10, Carrie 
Underwood’s clip for “Little 
Toy Guns” pops to the top. 


GAG VIDEOS 


■KIweIk title/artist 


1 

6 

LITTLE TOY GUNS 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD 

2 

1 

TALLADEGA 

ERIC CHURCH 

3 

2 

SUN DAZE 

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 

4 

4 

LONELY TONIGHT • BLAKE SHEL- 
TON FEAT. ASHLEY MONROE 

5 

7 

MAKE ME WANNA 

THOMAS RHETT 

6 

3 

SOMETHING IN THE WATER 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD 

7 

5 

LONELY EYES 

CHRIS YOUNG 

8 

10 

JUST GETTIN’ STARTED 

JASON ALDEAN 

9 

12 

DRINKING CLASS 

LEE BRICE 

10 

9 

LAY LOW 

JOSH TURNER 


SOURCE: GAC 
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Anxiously awaiting that new album from your favorite artist? 
Eager to discuss the hot concert you just saw? 

Connect with CW and fellow fans online and join our community! 



JOIN US ON FACEBOOK FOLLOW US ON TW-'TER 

faceboolc.com/countryweekly twitter.com/countryweekly 

M 

AND VISIT 
CountryWeekly.ccmi 





[ PUZZLES ] 

by JOHN REIMAN 

MATCH-UP 

Some of our favorite multitalented country stars have released new 
albums, and some have recently written books and tackled movie and 
Broadway roles. Match the stars listed below with their albums, books 
and acting roles. 




Country Weekly/NASH Magazine 

506 2nd Ave. South, Suite 200 
Nashville, TN 37210, (615) 259-1111 


Editor in Chief LISA KONICKI 

Managing Editor 

Jon Freeman 

Deputy Editor 

Jim Casey 

Senior Writers 

Bob Paxman, Tammy Ragusa 

Contributing Writers 

Kix Brooks, Alanna Conaway, 
Blair Garner, Shawn Parr 

Art Director 

Chris Allen 

Graphic Designer 

Kristen Beck 

Web Producer/Designer 

Jason Simanek 

Photo Editor 

Elissa C. Newland 

Assistant Photo Editor 

Carissa Riccardi 






Copy Editors 

John Reiman, John Vasile 

Production/Office Manager 

Tony Seibert 

ADVERTISING SALES 
Publisher Jeff Meltesen 

For all advertising inquiries contact 
615-727-6952 

jmeltesen(5)countryweekly.com 

Cumulus Media, Inc. 

3280 Peachtree Road, NW 
Suite 2300 
Atlanta, GA 30305 

Chairman & 

Chief Executive Officer 

Lew Dickey 

Executive Vice President 

John Dickey 

Chief Financial Officer 

JP Hannan 

Senior Director of Digital Monetization 

Leslie Caraccilo 




Director of Brand Integration 
and Strategic Partnerships 

Ashley Tate 

CUSTOMER SERVICE (877) 566-5832 


mpa 
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DmPI/ ‘PATIENT’S 

KUUIV WORLD 

Join artists like Darius Rucker, Lady Antebellum, Kelly Clarkson, Brantley Gilbert and 
Hunter Hayes and bring music to the bedsides of patients in healthcare facilities. 

VOLUNTEER • DONATE • ADVOCATE 

www.musiciansoncall.org #musicheals 


MUSICIANS 

ON^CALL 







[ WORDSEARCH ] 

compiled by JOHN REIMAN 
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ACM MALE VOCALIST 

EARRINGS 

LUKE BRYAN 

ALDEAN ARMY 

ERIC CHURCH 

MACON, GA 

AMARILLO SKY 

FENWAY PARK 

MICHAEL KNOX 

BASEBALL 

FISHING 

MY KIN DA PARTY 

BIG GREEN TRACTOR 

GEORGIA BULLDOGS 

NIGHT TRAIN 

BROKEN BOW 

GUITAR 

SHE'S COUNTRY 

BURNIN' IT DOWN 

HICKTOWN 

SUSAN G. KOMEN 

COWBOY HAT 

HUNTING 

TATTOOS 

DIGITAL ARTIST 

JUST GETTING 

WHY 

DIRT ROAD ANTHEM 

STARTED 

BRITTANY 

DONT YOU WANNA 

KEELEY 

WRANGLERS 

STAY 

KENDYL 

WRIGLEY FIELD 



Find the words, 
titles and phrases 
in this wordsearch 
challenge submit- 
ted by Cara Bender 
of Disputanta, Va. 
NOTE — they may 
appear vertically, 
horizontally, diago- 
nally, backward or 
forward. Good luck! 



GET PUZZLE 
PUBLISHED AND 



We need your sub- 
missions more than 
ever! Make up a iist 
of words and phrases 
about a particuiar 
star, topic or theme 
reiated to country 
music. E-mail a list 
and recent, clear photo 
of yourself to letters(a) 
countryweekly.com 
and type “Word- 
search” in the 
subject line or mail to 
COUNTRY WEEKLY 
Wordsearch, 506 2nd 
Ave. South, Suite 200, 
Nashviiie, TN 37210. 

If we choose your list 
to make a Wordsearch 
puzzle, we’ll publish 
your photo and pay 
you $25! Sorry, but 
submitted photos can- 
not be returned. 
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6tOi5® 

wms 9oar 

KlfOG-Sized looe! 


Shown smaller than approximate size of 5" high 




Specially glossed 
replica Elvis® album art 

Hand-numbered 
limited edition 


Precious Moments® Elvis fan tribute 
features authentic album artwork! 

Considered the first-ever greatest hits album in rock and roll history, 
Elvis' Golden Records featured eight #1 Elvis Presley® hits, including 
“Hound Dog,” “Jailhouse Rock” and “All Shook Up.” And now it 
inspires one of the greatest Precious Moments tributes to your love for 
The King of Rock & Roll®! 

Handcrafted limited edition! 

Holding her prized copy of Elvis ’ Golden Records close to her heart, this 
darling fan makes a solemn promise to her idol: “I’ll Never Let You Go.” 

From her poodle skirt and flipped-up ‘do, she’s sculpted and painted 
entirely by hand. Plus, hand-applied replica artwork — finished with a 
special high-gloss coating — captures the authentic look of the original 
Elvis Presley album! 

Officially licensed and limited to 95 casting days, your hand-numbered 
edition includes a Certificate of Authenticity. Satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. Act now for a FREE 30-day preview! 

HamiltonCollection xom/PMEl visF an 


Precious Moments * ©2015 Precious Moments, Inc. Authorized Licensee, The Hamilton Collection. 
AU Rights Reserved Worldwide. A fine adult collectible. Not intended for children. 

©EPE Reg. US. Pat. & TM Off. 

Eacebook is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc. 


kb 


Like ys on 

Facebook 


09-05618-001-BDl 


IbII TheHarniltonGiUectlon 

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300 

SEND NO MONEY NOW! 

□YES! Please accept my order for "I'll 
Never Let You Go" for the issue price of 
$39.99"^. I need send no money now. I will be 
billed with shipment. 

Name 

(Please print clearly.) 

Address 

City State Zip 

Signature 

*Add a total of $8.99 for shipping and service. Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales 
tax. All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval. Allow 6 to Sweeks for shipment. 

09-0561 8-001 -E081 02 



FILL IN THE BLANKS 


oeff PATes 


My favorite TV show is . . . 

ArtijJ O/rFfi+k. 

My favorite color is . . . 
^ZxAviC’ tUft/. 


If I could change one thing 
about myself it would be . . . 


I would love to do 
a duet with . . ^ 

Tv4i4^. 

A guy can never 
have too many . . . 

Tools. 


The one word that 
describes my day 
today is . . . 

A tUv. 


I think that suck. 

Poli4-ic-s. 


I wish I were . . . 

't>oir\g Ar\o4iveY ir\4-«Arvie44 
vJj-Fk tJoM -FomoiryovJ. 

Music is . . 

TU^ 4ym^ 4' lov^ Fvft/ 


The first thing i do in the 
morning is . . . 

I can’t iive without . . . 

l>«k! 


I like it when . . . 


Ske/ like/s i4-. 
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'zimnthj^xhic, 

BEFORE YOU GO OUT, COME ON IN! 





At Boot Bam, we have thousands of cowboy 
boots in stores and online, plus the largest 
selection of women’s - and men’s ^ western 
apparel, including jeans, shirts and hats. 
Whether you’re going to a festival, a concert or 
just a night out with the gals, you’re sure to find 
all the items that you need, from head to toe, 
at Boot Bam. All the best brands. All the latest 
styles. All at the lowest prices, guaranteed. So 
come on in and get Festival Ready today! 

Shopping online? Enter promo code 
CW3201S for 10% off your entire purchase. 



BOOT BARN 

America’s Largest Western & Work Store 
bootbarn.com 


Offer ualid 3/20/lS throitgh 3/26/15 on regularly priced items. Not ualid on gi/t cards, UGG® Australia, Leui's®, Double-H®, Umberland Pro® Garhartt® Worleiuear, 
Lucchese'^, Frye® or Wrangler® 13MW2, 4/MWZ and 936DEN. Cannot be combined ujith any other o//er. 






